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XV. 


Tue War Office. 


We invite the attention of our readers to the reply 
given by the Secretary of State for War to Captain 
Norton in the House of Commons on the 18th. We 
have heard a great deal about the wonders that were 
to be done for the unfortunate A.V.D. by Lord 
Hardwick’s committee, which although it finished its 
sittings three months ago has not, it would seem, yet 
been able to arrive at any decision. It really makes 
us have suspicions that the inquiry was only a ‘‘ sop” 
tostem agitation, and that the results have been 
consigned to the pigeon hole, as it is inconceivable 
that individuals who it is presumed are business men 
could have taken such a time to settle what is after 
alla minor matter. Any 'awyer’s clerk would have 
done it in a week. 

With regard to the answer as to the employment 
of veterinary officers in purchasing remounts, we are 
doubtful whether to be lost in amazement at the 
ignorance displayed, or to admire the nerve that 
must be necessary to proclaim such an incorrect 
statement to the public. We are inclined to the 
former, as of course the answer has been prepared by 
some subordinate, the Secretary of State for War be- 
ing only the mouthpiece. It would no doubt surprise 
the gentleman who framed thisextraordinary reply to 
learn that two most successful trainers and owners of 
racehorses are veterinary surgeons, and that one for 
some time was in the Army, that the members of a cer- 
tain firm of job masters, ‘* one of the largest in the 
kingdom” are all veterinary surgeons, and probably 
trrn over and handle more money ina year from their 
knowledge of pace, power, endurance, and shape than 
the War Office subordinate ever saw in his life, and 
furthermore have made the business pay, which is 
more than the purchasing officers of the Remount 

partment seem capable of. 

The whole reply of the Secretary of State for War 
apart from showing crass ignorance is another 
insult to the profession. 

Mr. Hansury anp His Experts. 

The following is from The Times :— 

P addressing members of Holderness Agri- 
thet be ing a night at their annual dinner in Hull, said 
ped that the staff of the Department of Fisheries 

of an foing to take over would be as good a staff as that 
€ Board of Agriculture, which was a Board consisting 

Rely of experts. Hedid not think that experts received 
ne recognition under our Government system. Ex- 

Very often left the Admiralty, for instance, and, going 


* private firms, obtained three or four times the salary 

ie under the Government.” 
© Soard of Agriculture and its President are simply 
turesmderful. | The Board is about to add Fish to the crea- 
interest — after, and this before it has taken any serious 
Horse. The President boasts of his experts. 
ey? Is their advice acted upon? This para- 


opens up a subj 
F ect full 
t do justice to it than of the deepest interest, but we 


(ESOPHAGEAL CASES. 
By Epwarp Revsen Epwarps, M.R.C.V.S. 


The very interesting article by Mr. Cunningham 
in last week’s Record reminds me of a similar case 
which I had a few months ago. 

I was making a post-mortem examination in a sus- 
pected case of swine fever, and noticed in the pig’s 
neck a hard spherical swelliag about the size of a 
good big orange. It was only a small pig, worth 
from 15/- to 20/-. On cutting into the swelling | 
found that it consisted of a quantity of finely divided 
food collected in the muscles of the neck, in appear- 
ance and hardness not unlike those collections some- 
times seen in the intestine, known as ‘‘oat-hair cal- 
culi.” 

When I opened the stomach I found therein an 
ordinary brass safety pin which was not closed or 
fastened, and there is no doubt that it was the passage 
of this open safety pin along the cesophagus which 
caused the laceration, allowed the escape of food into 
the cervical muscles. 


WHEN SHOULD A MARE BE “ CLEANSED? 
By R. W. Knowxes, M.R.C.V.S., Wisbech. 


By this I mean when should the foetal membranes 
be taken away if they do not come away themselves 
in the ordinary course? I think this is a question of 
interest to country practitioners at this season of the 
year, when we are expecting to meet with cases of 
this sort. 

I have attended a. mare recently that was found to 
have foaled prematurely on the Thursday morning 
early. I was fetched on the evening of the same day 
as she had not ‘cleaned’ and appeared uneasy. I 
found the mare showing signs of colicky pains, but 
with pulse and temperature normal. I made a 
manual exploration into the uterus, and found the 
membranes firmly adherent to the extreme end. I 
decided to leave things as they were and gave the 
mare a dose of chlorodyne and an antiseptic injection 
(warm water and Jeyes’) into the uterus. I saw her 
twice a day, repeated the injections and gave ordinary 
febrifuges (pot. nit. and magnes sulph.) with chloro- 
dyne each time, until the Saturday evening, when 
the membranes came away with slight traction. This 
was about 60 hours after the mare was found to have 
foaled. During that time the temperature did not go 
higher than 102-5 F., the pulse to about 65, respira- 
tions about 25. 

With the exception of a little trouble with the 
udder, which was soon overcome, the mare did well 


| and was out of my hands in about a week. 
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Ialways have in mind a case that I saw a few in almost its whole extent. ‘Che blood was black and 


years ago in which the mare foaled, and as she had not 


had not undergone coagulation. 


cleansed in 12 hours the membranes were taken away) (QuJtwre.— I with great difficulty found in the blood 
by manual aid in breaking down the adhesions although | the eogco-bacillus of canine Pasteurellosis, and also 


there were no unfavourable symptoms. That mare 
developed septic metritis and died. Since then I 
have always adopted the course I have just given, 
except the symptoms become so alarming as to call 


for something further, when I do not hesitate to | 


pull my shirt off and separate the membranes from 
the uterine walls and take them away. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Canine Pastevuretosis (Distemper).—By Professor 
LicnierEs, Director of the National Bacter- 
iological Institute, Palermo, Buenos-Ayres, Argen- 
tina. 


(Continued from p. 306, vol. xiv., 1901-2). 
ConTAMINATION BY COHABITATION. 


In canine Pasteurellosis, as in the other Pasteur- 
elloses, one does not always observe the development 
of the disease after cohabitation, yet it seems that 
this mode of contamination would be easier to realise 
in dogs which live, in other respects, in very close 
contact with one another. 

The following is an example : 

Small pug aged four months —Acute Enteritis.— 
This animal was kept for eight days in a compart- 
ment where there had already been three young dogs 
that had been inoculated with cultures of the Pas- 
teurella canis, and one of which had the disease in 
the pneumonic form. This pug was afterwards 
taken out and placed in afresh compartment. On 
July 27th, 1899, exactly on the 12th day, there was 
discharge from the eyes; on the 28th the tempera- 
ture was 39°7C.; 29th it was 39-4, and the appetite 
was very good, but the animal was somewhat dull ; 
30th, the temperature was 39°5, the appetite was 
almost nil, there was constant trembling, the eyes 
discharged and the animal was wasting away. On 
the inside of the thighs and on the abdomen there 
were the characteristic vesicular pustules. On the 
31st the temperature was 39°6, and the animal ate a 
little raw meat. The 1st of August the temperature 
was 39, the pustules were numerous and very dis- 
tinct, the emaciation had become more marked, the 
coat was dull and open, and the animal was fre- 
quently shivering and had the usual appearance of 
one suffering from distemper. There was also 
diarrhoea. On August 2nd the temperature was 36, 
the diarrhoea was bloody, and the dog was worse and 
died during the night. 

Post-mortem.—Body very emaciated. Pustules 
were numerous on the abdomen and thighs. Lungs 
and heart were healthy, the spleen seemed to be 
normal. The kidneys and liver were hyperemic, 
especially this latter organ, which was also enlarged. 
The mucous membrane of the stomach was little 


altered, that of the small intestine was hemorrhagic 


isolated the bacillus coli communis. Cultures made 
from the spleen gave various micro-organisms, but 
| not the specific Pasteurella ; those from the liver and 
kidneys remained sterile. 


INGESTION. 


Ihave made several attempts to convey the disease 
by making animals swallow cultures mixed with 
milk, but without obtaining any decided results. A 
small dog died with all the symptoms of enteritis, 
but I could not detect the cocco-bacillus in its 
tissues so that its death may be attributed to another 
cause. 


These experiments which have enabled me to re- 
produce the disease in nearly all its clinical forms go 
to show that if the animal succumb a few days after the 
injection the inoculated microbe is easy to discover in 
the blood or viscera; on the other hand, if the 
animal live longer than eight days, instead of the 
inoculated microbe, which cannot be found, other 
species of micro-organisms may be isolated. Itis 
the same with the natural disease, and one ought not 
to be surprised if one considers that the appearance 
of the first symptoms should coincide, not with the 
commencement of the infection by the specilic 
microbe, but with opening scene of secondary iniec- 
tions. 

The variety of micro-organisms which invade the 
system of dogs affected with the natural disease 1s 
numerous, yet there are some that are found in pre- 
ference to others. Thus, in the forms affecting the 
nervous system, especially chorea, cultures made with 
the blood, splenic pulp, kidney, and even liver are 
sterile ; on the other hand, the brain and spinal cord 
frequently give a streptococcus. In the pneumoni¢ 
forms cultures made from the hepatised tissue of the 
lung give with remarkable frequency, and often in at 
enormous quantity, the cocco-bacillus fetidus oz 
The presence of this bacillus will be explained later 
on. Besides, I have left to my pupil, Dr. Fernand 
Pérez, who has so carefully determined the exact 
nature of ozena (1), the. care of terminating his “—e 
by establishing on solid clinical and bacteriologic 
grounds the canine origin of this affection of the 
human subject. His work will shortly appe 
In the Pasteurellosis of the dog probably more than 
in any other, one experiences great difficulties 12 
isolating the specific micro-organism ; very often oe 
is disappointed in this research. It is thisin 
that in the pneumonic form of the natural disease 
microbe does not remain long in the kidneys, spleen, 
liver, or even in the lungs, and rarely in the + i 
|In the experimental disease, as we have seen, - 
‘frequently the same. Viewing the symptoms plete 


'macroscopical lesions there seems to be a com 


similarity between the natural disease and that pr 
duced by our microbe, the Pastewrella canis. 


(1) Annales de? Institut Pasteur, December, 18% 
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ExpermenTAL Repropuction or Pneumonia. 
(Pneumonia, per se.) 


In old medicine, chill was was considered to 
be the cause of a multitude of affections, notably, 
pneumonia, and in fact observation seemed to 
demonstrate according to the evidence that the 
theory was well founded. However, the experi- 
mental proof, that is, the reproduction of the 
disease by chilling the body, having been com- 
pletely overthrown, the microbian theory was brought 
forward to monopolise almost the whole of the 
etiology of pneumonia. 

The study of canine Pasteurellosis throws great 
light on the pathogenesis of this disease. For the 
first time we are able to establish by experimenta- 
tion the intimate link between the chill theory and 
the microbian theory; it shows the exact rdle which 
each of these two factors fulfil in the appearance of 
pulmonary hepatization. 

In making my inoculation experiments with the 
Pasteurellosis of the dog I had noticed how very fre- 
quent the localizations, notably those of the lungs, 
were in winter, and, on the contrary, rare during 
the hot season. 

One fact struck me very much. Being obliged to 
completely separate my cages, I discovered that in 
those that were exposed to the intemperate weather 
the percentage of pneumonic cases was much greater 
than in the others. 1 found, besides, that these pul- 
monary complications appeared chiefly after cold 
rains. 

Starting from this time, I made use of cold to 
experimentally produce pneumonia in dogs which 
Were inoculated with the microbe of canine Pasteurel- 
losis sometime after being exposed to the chill. I 
am, however, persuaded that we can also be as 
successful with the other Pasteurella as with this ; I 
have, indeed, been successful in the rabbit with the 
ovine Pasteurella. 

If one desires to obtain a positive result, one must 
Ne the animal becoming too rapidly warm again. 
no is the reason why cold and wet days are so 

vourable for this kind of experiment. 

' Among the numerous examples that I could bring 
a the following seems to me to be very interest- 

—— pointer dog, aged about three years. 

a the 23rd July, 1899, this animal received into 
vein 5 ¢.c. of the bouillon peptone cul- 
tion of the canine Pasteurella. After the inocula- 
seized with tremblings, remained in the 
me rnticn and became very dull, but did not 

temperature in the evening was 40°6. 
39-9, he ate a little, the temperature was 

a on ge still a little dull; ate very well ; 

pustules ; temperature 89:4. On the 

improved ; temperature 88°; on 27th 
this Was 38:9 28th 3 
lst, 38:8. ’ , 38°8 29th, 89°1 80th, 88°5 ; 
the temperature was 38:8. This 
above zero, er was cold and damp: 6 to 8 degrees 


~ Plunged this animal in water for five or six 


energetically. However, he did not get warm; two 
hours after he was still shivering in his corner. 
During the evening he ate well, although a little 
dull. On the 2nd the dullness was well marked ; 
temperature 40°4. On the 3rd no appetite, the 
breathing was very precipitous. Oa percussion and 
auscultation I diagnosed an acute pneumonia ; tem- 
perature 40°7; discharge from nostrils and cough. 
On the 4th the animal remained lying down and 
seemed indifferent to what was going on around him. 
Bloody saliva flowed from the mouth. At | o'clock 
was agitated with some convulsions and 
ied. 

Autopsy was made immediately. In the stomach 
blood clots, probably derived from the pulmonary 
hemorrhage and swallowed with the saliva, were 
found ; in the gastric and intestinal fluid there was 
straw, as is frequently observed in animals attacked 
with the natural disease. The mucous membrane 
was hyperemic; the spleen slightly thickened, but 
of the normal consistence and tint; kidneys 
darkened ; liver congested and somewhat increased 
in size; petechiz on heart; blood black and non- 
coagulable; pleura vascularised; a little pleural 
effusion of a turbid appearance; left lung almost 
totally hepatised, of a reddish-brown tint; on section 
the colour resembled that of wine dregs, and the cut 
surface was granular; bloody muco-pus was found 
in the bronchi ; the right lung, several small purple 
foci undergoing hepatization were observed. 

Culture.—Blood : sterile. Spleen, kidneys, liver : 
the inoculated cocco-bacillus was not found, but 
various other microbes were. Pleural effusion: 
Bacillus coli communis. Lungs: Cocco-bacillus fati- 
dus ozena@. 

Notwithstanding all my endeavours, [ was not 
able to find the cocco-bacillus inoculated on July 
23rd. However, I might say that in some cases | 
have very easily found them in the blood and even in 
the lungs. Very often I have attempted to induce 
pneumonia or any other localisation by chilling non- 
inoculated dogs, but without being successful in 
determining any lesion or any pathological state 
whatsoever. 

H. G. 


(To be continued.) 


Treatment oF Respiratory Diseases with OxyGEn. 
By Dr. Torprrr, of Berlin, Veterinary Surgeon 
to the Royal stables. 
(Continued from p, 569.) 

The question whether in an outbreak of chest 
affection inflammation of the lung can be prevented 
by immediate employment of oxygev inhalation was 
deemed worthy of consideration, because it was asser- 
ted that by a timely employment of oxygen at the 
commencement of the disease no inflammation of the 
lungs occurred. From my experience I can only 
dispute this assertion. After the most prompt em- 
ployment of oxygen inhalatious inflammation of the 
lungs occurred, Whether the inflammation of the 
lungs attained to the same severity as if oxygen in- 
halations had not been used it is hard to determine. 


Thi 
nutes. When it was taken out it shook iteelf 


In the course of all cases of this disease, even with- 
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ANGI. out oxygen inhalations, there are horses in which 
Date of Internal Pulse Respirations 0. Inhalations auscultation and percussion no inflammation of the 
lungs is to be detected. 

5 394 38 16 ii _ The quality and quantity of the pulse before, dur. - 

6 396 44 18 - i ing, and for a long time after inhalation were exan. Ps 

7 60 24 ined and controlled. After an inhalation of fiye 
8 413 58 28 - - minutes the arterial wave was perceptibly stronger, W: 

9 402 60 30 —_— — The pulse previously scarcely to be felt became strong Me 
10 401 62 30 - Eee and even violent. At the same time the number of Au 
os the pulse beats declined. It could be noticed that Ya 
13 396 62 24 62 56 the greater the number of pulse beats the more it Ma 
14 390 60 20 60 54 fell. In horses with a normal pulse beat Thinius a 
15 389 62 16 60 50 and I could detect no reduction in the number of a 
16 388 652 12 52 48 beats. The quality of the pulse was even mor I 
17 38'°8 = 60 12 60 56 beneficially affected. After’ oxygen inhalations the rect 
18 380 56 - 5246 fall in the number of pulse beats lasted about } to1 Me 

Quen. hour. Then it gradually reached its old height, Hat 

‘Ces This occurred as a rule after two hours. In many 
Illness. | Temp. Pulse cases, however, it was noticed that the pulse did not Smni 
March. Before. After ° ml 
: reach the same number as before inhalation. The 0 

accompanying table by Thinius gives the results Mr, 

400 54 20 clearly. take 
8 406 54 24 ee —Ex. Berliner Thierdixzt Woch. 

9 403 64 26 G. M. M 
10 398 68 32 haw (To be continued). by \ 
il 396 60 28 = 
12 392 66 24 66 54 
13 388 50 18 56 50 Row 
14 38° 50 16 52 50 Tuomas Francis Cape, M.R.C.V.S., Park St., Bristol. secon 
15 386 50 14 52 50 Graduated, Lond: April 12, 1898. was | 
16 376 40 12 42 40 

‘Frupert. 
Marc Before. After. secon 

5 401 66 24 _- — A meeting of veterinary surgeons was held in Long’ 

6 40°0 72 28 — — Hotel, Johannesburg, on Monday, Feb. 16th, for the Balan 

7 491 68 30. _- — purpose of forming a Transvaal Veterinary Medical trea 

8 402 « 72 30 — _ Association. Amongst those present were: Mr. Hat Memt 

9 39°4 64 24 oo — cheon, Principal Veterinary Surgeon, Capetown ; Dr. Entra 
10 380 52 22 _ — Theiler, Government Bacteriologlst, Pretoria ; Captala 
11 382 54 20 Irvine Smith, Acting P.V.O., S.A.C.: Captains Tate 
12 375 60 20 60 48 Christy, Bell, and Lieut. Olliver, S.A.C. ; Lieut. Coch- 

13 374 20 54 52 rane, A.V.D.; Messrs. F. C. Gavin, J. Peddie, Kellett, 

14 37°4 52 16 56 46 Robinson, Hamilton, and Kirby Pilkington. d Subse: 
15 50 12 52 42 The Hon. Secretary, pro tem. (Captain Bell) re 
16 37°5 52 10 48 45 letters from Major Richardson, A.V.D.; Mr. Woollatt, Subsey 
17 376 46 50 46 Principal Veterinary Surgeon, Natal; Captaio 

PR S.A.C. ; Messrs. Webb, Sturge, Allen, Pollard, Wa Cost o 
Date of Internal O. Inhalations G Hodder, Edwards, Runciman, oye Shortk 
Illness. Temp. Pulse _Respirations "Pulse Jackson, Chalmers, Dunning, . Fairclough, Lane, 4 | 
March Before After. others, regretting their inability to attend the meeting, | 

3 399 52 22 — ard wishing the movement every success. 

4 406 60 22 - — The meeting elected Captain Irvine Smith, S.A. ¥s 

5. 406 6) 16 - —- President ; and Mr. Kirby Pilkington, MR Gavia, Secreta 

6 402 60 20 - — Johannesburg, Hon. Secretary; and Messrs, Hire o 

7 399 = 64 22 — Peddie, and Kellett, a committee to draw up bye C.A.( 

8 405 70 22 des a and regulations. sation i Jarrold 

9 402 66 20 _- — There is no doubt a Veterinary Medical Associa “er Stone 
10 388 56 18 _ = badly needed for South Africa, an association i Postage 
11 383° 52 professional men will meet to discuss the Balan 
12 66 64 54 various diseases they have to contend with 
13 39'1 66 — 60 54 stock of all kinds in this country, and to direct 4 mg 
14 385 58 to the necessity for legislation for the registra 
15 60 56 50 veterinary surgeons in South Africa. centtes Exan 
16 386 56-50 It was proposed to hold meetings 10 af 
17 375 60 58 every quarter, and we understand the Nata ad 
18 380 60 54 52 about to form a similar association.—Zhe Ra Wa. 
19 38152 5042 Mail. 
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EASTEKN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The 24th annual meeting was held on Thursday, 
February 19th, at the Capo Hotel, Colchester. Mr. J. 
Pollock, F.R.C.V.S., Norwich, President, occupied the 
chair, and the members present were: Mr. F. Morton 
Wallis, Halstead; Professor N. Almond, Southend ; 
Messrs. Rowland Tayler, R. E. Tayler, Colchester ; A.S. 
Auger, Saxmundham ; W. Shipley, jun. (Hon. Treas.), 
Yarmouth ; C. Aggio, W. J. Browning, Ipswich ; E. M. 
Margarson, Swaffham ; W. M. Reeman, Bury St. Ed- 
munds; J. Young, Braintree ; T. E. Auger, Wymond- 
ham ; j. E. Kitchen, London ; S. Young, Coggeshall ; 
and Harry P. Standley, hon. sec., Wymondham. 

Letters expressing regret at inability to attend were 
received from. Profs. Hobday and j. Wortley Axe; 
Messrs. T. G. Heatley, F. B.O. Taylor, John Barr, John 
Hammond, Wm. Bower, John Overed, G. Mayall, 
Horace Downe, A. H. Santy, H. Wilkinsen, J. Cleveland, 
P.J. Mullane, W. F. Howes, S. A. Slocock, Sidney 
Smith, F, Thurston, and A. Hall. 

On the motion of Mr. W. Shipley, jun., seconded by 
Mr. T. E. Auger, the minutes of the last meeting were 
taken as read. 

New MEMBERS. 


Mr. Jonn Porrett, M.R.C.V.S., Loddon, proposed 
by Mr. seconded by Mr. Margarson. 
unanimously. 

Mr. Harry P. Standley proposed the election of Mr. 
RowLanp TayLer, of Colchester. Mr. T. E. Auger 
seconded. The Chairman supported the motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

The CHArRMAN : I am sure we shall all receive Mr. 
Rowland Tayler with open arms. (Hear, hear). 

Mr. Aggio proposed the election as a member of bis 
successor at Ipswich, Mr. Jiirgensor. Mr. R. C. Tayler 
seconded, and this motion was also carried. 


THe BaLaNnce SHEET, ]902. 


Income. 
£s. d. 
Balance at Bankers, 1st January, 1902 5315 8 
Arrears of Subscriptions paid up, 3 at 10/6 111 6 
Members’ Subscriptions, 49 at 10/6 25 14 6 
Entrance fee 10 6 
8112 2 
E. ature. 
Subscription to the Hoyal Agricultural 
ubscription to the Sanitary Institute 
Coat of Victoria Vet. Benevolent Fund 5 5 0 
an of Presentation to Secretary 6 6 0 
orthand Report of Ipswich Meeting 212 6 
” » Norwich Summer Meeting 210 0 
LB W ” Autumn ,, 212 6 
‘». Wolstenholme, one quarter share of 
See Election expenses BSB 4 
Hie ct) Expenses to Manchester and Ipswich 4 10 0 
for Meetings £2 6 
1D i i 
Jarrold and rinting, Stationery, etc. 1 
Stone 113 6 
Bates Telegrams, and Incidental Expenses 1 8 4 
ance at Bankers, 1st January, 1903 45 0 3 
£81 12 2 


Examined and found correct, 


F. Morton WALLIS 
H. Auditors. 


ARRY P, Stanpiey, Hon. See. 


The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the balance of £45 
at the bank would be largely increased as the subscrip- 
tions for the current year were paid. 

On the motion of Mr. F. Morton Wallis, seconded 
by the Chairman, the balance sheet was received and 
passed 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


President.—The Chairman said : I should like to have 
the honour of er as my successor a gentleman 
whose name will, I am sure, be received with unanimous 
approval. He is one of those gentlemen whom I have 
always admired. I have almost got to love him— 
(laughter)—for I have found him to be a thorough, 
genuine, out-and-out good fellow. He is none other than 
our old friend Mr. Morton Wallis, of Halstead. (Hear, 
hear.) I have very much pleasure in proposing his elec- 
tion as President for the year, and I hope he will havea 
happy term of office. 

Prof. ALMOND: It is not often my privilege to be 
amongst you, gentlemen, but [ shall feel it a great 
pleasure if you will allow me to second the proposal of 
our worthy President. The gentleman whom he has 
proposed as his successor is one whom I have known since 
quite the commencement of his professional career, inas- 
much as we were at College together, and since that 
time I have never lost sight of him. If he will allow me 
to say so, he is a gentleman of whom I have the very 
highest opinion, and, if you elect him as president, I am 
sure he will do his best to sustain the dignity of the 
position. (Hear, bear.) 

Mr. A. S. Aucrer: As one who had the pleasure of be- 
ing a fellow student with Mr. Mortcn Wallis and who 
has known him from the start of his professional career, 
I should like to give my hearty support to this proposi- 
tion. 

The motion was put to the meeting and carried unani- 
mously, amidst applause. 

The President Elect, in accepting the office, said : Gen- 
tlemen,—-I beg to thank you very much for the honour 
your have done me in electing me to the office of presi- 
dent of this Society. I don’t deserve one-half the kind 
things that have been said about me. I am sure that I 
cannot fill the chair so fully and completely as my prede- 
cessor, and I am equally sure that I cannot discharge 
the duties so efficiently ; but at any rate I shall do my 
very best to uphold the dignity of the profession, and to 
do my duty as far as it lies in my power. (Hear, hear.) 

Vice-Presidents.—Mr. J, Pollock (the retiring Presi- 
dent), Mr. George C. Hunting, Stalham ; and Mr. Sidney 
Smitb, Lowestoft were elected. 

Committee.—-On the motion of the Chairman, seconded 
by Mr. Reeman, the following were appointed : Messrs. 
T. E. Auger, J. K. Gooch, R. Howard, W. F. Howes, W. 
Shipley, Jun., and J. D. Overed. 

The only change is that Mr. Shipley takes the place of 
Mr. G. C. Hunting, that gentleman having been elected 
a vice-president. 

Auditors.—Mr. W. M. Reeman and Mr. H. Bucking- 
ham were re elected. 

Hon. Treasurer.—The Chairman said upon that point 
Le believed that Mr. Shipley wished to give some ex- 
planation. 

Mr. SHrPLey said that when he was secretary of the 
Association he was treasurer also, but when he ceased to. 
be secretary it was the wish of some members that he 
should continue to be treasurer. He fell in for the time 
with that view. He was quite certain, however, that the 
offices of secretary and treasurer should be united. That 
was by far the most satisfactory and business-like 
arrangement, and he would propose, therefore, that the 
two offices should be again combined. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. A. S. Auger, and 


carried nem. con. 
The CHAIRMAN then proposed that Mr. Harry P. 
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Standley should be elected treasurer and hon. secretary. 
It was difficult, he said, to apprehend all the duties that 
were required of the secretary in one year. The letters 
he had to write, the subscriptions he had got to call in, 
and the various meetings he was called upon to attend— 
all this took up a good amount of time. He had never 
known Mr. Standley to grudge either time or labour in 
the discharge of his duties, and he hoped they would give 
him a unanimous re-election, coupled with a vote of 
thanks for his past services. 

Mr. KitrcHin seconded, and the motion was heartily 
supported by Mr. A. 8S. Auger, and on being put tothe 
meeting it was carried unanimously. 

Mr. STANDLEY said he was afraid that he did not 
deserve the compliment bestowed upon him, but he would 
do the best he could to carry out the duties for another 
twelve months. (Hear, hear.) 

On the motion of Mr. Margarson, seconded by Mr. 
Kitchin, it was unanimously resolved that Mr. Standley 
should be allowed to purchase a travelling bag for use as 
hon. secretary in conveyance of the minute books and 
other documents. 

Mr. Watts: I hope when he has got the travelling 
bag he will be allowed to travel with it, and not always 
keep it somewhere down Norwich way. (Laughter.) 


AGRICULTURAL BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION. 


The CHAIRMAN said they had always been in the 
habit of supporting this valuable institution, while cases 
for recommendation had been selected alternately in 
‘different counties. 

Mr. REEMAN proposed that the usual subscription 
should be continued. The veterinary profession depend- 
ed largely upon the farmers for practice, and should 
endeavour to help their customers in the time of need. 

Seconded by Mr. A. 8S. Auger, the motion was carried 
unanimously. 

THe Victoria BENEVOLENT FunpD. 


Mr. W. Suiptey, Jun., proposed that the Society 
should again subscribe five guineas to the Victoria Bene- 
volent Fund. 

Mr. Morton WALLIs said they could not subscribe to 
a better object. 

Mr. R. C. TAYLER seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 


Councit Exection or R.C.V.S. 


Mr. SHIPLEY suggested that this matter should be left 
over until the May meeting. He believed it was Mr. 
Bower’s year to retire, and this was a matter which 
should be thoroughly considered. If Mr. Bower would 
consent to stand again, he thought they should use every 
endeavour to get him re elected. He wasa most efficient 
member and a very powerful man on the Council, and he 
(Mr. Shipley) believed the Eastern Counties people 
would be very pleased to see him there again. 

Mr. STANDLEY said he wrote to Mr. Bower to ask him 
whether he would stand again, and had received the 
following reply :— 

General Veterinary Establishment, 
East Rudham, King’s Lynn. 


February 3rd, 1903. 
To Harry P. Standley, Esq. 

Dear Sir,—In answer to yours ot Saturday last I beg, 
through you, to thank your Committee for the honour 
done me. Personally, I feel I ought to retire from the 
Council and give some younger and more suitable 
member of the Association a chance of coming forward 
to be elected as a member of the same. 

I have not done that which “ when first I became a 
member of Council” I hoped to by some little. Those 
who have the honour of serving know full well the diffi- 
culties experienced in bringing forward certain subjects 
which, to my mind, would be veneficial to country veteri- 


nary surgeons. 


Those of the Council also know a great deal is done 
outside the Council room, by its most interested mep. 
bers ; in this work I have taken full share, and ap 
always willing to do so, one then knows at voting time 
unhesitatingly which side to support. I am kept from 
some of the meetings that I am most anxious to attend: 
I can, however, give my word I have never stayed away 
for pleasure, nor for want of interest. 

ln again thanking your Committee for its kin 
message, conveyed by your letter, I would like to say if 
it thinks proper to bring forth any other gentleman as, 
candidate, I shall not feel at all hurt, and will do all in 
my power to support him. If, on the other hand, it js 
the unanimous wish of the Association that I still repre. 
sent it, my humble services are at its command.—I r- 
main, dear sir, yours faithfully, 

Wo. Bower. 


The CHareMAN : It will be understood that we thank 
Mr. Bower for his past services, and ask him tostand by 
us in the future when the right time comes. 

It was decided to leave the subject over until the May 
meeting. 

A RESIGNATION. 

The SEcRETARY announced that Mr. Aggio was goin 
to live on the other side of London, and had a 
membership of their Society. 

The CHAIRMAN : I am sure we are all glad to have 
had the friendship and assistance of Mr. Aggio. He 
has been only a short time amongst us, but we seew 
to have known him for a generation—he has made 
himself so friendly and agreeable. Our best wishes 
will follow him in his new sphere of labour. 


Direct PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION. 


Mr. SranDLey said that at the last meeting, on the 
motion of Mr. Overed, the following resolution was 
passed: “That the members of the Eastern Counties 
Veterinary Medical Society urge respectfully upon the 
Council of Royal College the desirability of continuing 
the effort to secure an eligible candidate for Parliament, 
with the view of obtaining more direct representation 0! 
the veterinary profession in the House of Commons. 
Shortly after that resolution was passed, the Secretaty 
added, he got a letter from the Secretary, Mr. Hill, say 
ing—“I had the pleasure to again bring this subjet 
before the Parliamentary Committee, and I am n0# 
directed to say that, after most careful consideration, 
they have been unable to come to any conclusion = 
it.” Therefore, he (Mr. Standley) did rot send that 
resolution up to Mr. Hill at all. Since then, he had A 
ceived another letter from Mr. Fraser, of St. Albans, 
great mover in this idea of obtaining direct Parliament 

Mr. Kircutn said it was all a waste of time to po oo 
bringing up this subject for discussion. To try a0 ° 
a Member of Parliament to represent the veterinary P 


tock of the 
fession would make them the laughing § uld obtalt 
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regard to any grievance which called for redress ; 0”. 
expect to get one member who would fight - a 


° jnciple 
Every Englishman, he took it, supported the 
of representation, and, even though the dificny 
getting efficient representation might 
thought thst sropossl 
the Society they ought to suppor worth 
could not understand the attitude that inst 
friend had taken up, in the observations 
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made. If he said that they were already represented in 
Parliament, that was a legitimate argument to use, but 
if he said that representation was not desirable, that 
was ap opinion which the Society could not endorse. 

Mr. Krrcntn : I did not say it was not desirable ; I 
said it was impossible. 

Professor ALMOND: But you said that to try and 
obtain it would make us the laughing stock of the 
country 

Mr. Krronen : I say so still. 

Professor ALMOND said a more emphatic condemnation 
of the proposal could hardly be made than that, and he, 
for one, must certainly condemn such an attitude. He 
recognised the extreme difficulties, as everybody else 
most, of obtaining efficient representation, but he said 
this most emphatically—that if the project were feas- 
able, then it was highly desirable. Direct was always 
better than indirect representation. He quite recognised 
the great difficulties which would have to be encountered. 
If the members of the profession desired direct repre- 
sentation, they must make the necessary sacrifices to 
secure it, as was suggested in the correspondence ; and 
he took it, that could only be done by a registration fee 
or some fee of that kind. He could not, in any case, 
allow the idea to go forth that the proposal was re- 
garded by the Society in the manner in which their 
worthy friend had suggested. If he had unwittingly 
misrepresented Mr. Kitchin, he was sure the President 
would give that gentleman an opportunity of removing 
ny false impression. 

tr. Krronrn : I say it is ridiculous altogether. 

Mr. SurpLey said the question of having a Parlia- 
mentary ree po of veterinary surgeons had been 
before the Council, and they had found it a very difficult 
matter to deal with. So far as he was concerned, he 
should be very glad to see a veterinary surgeons’ repre- 
sentative in Parliament. 

Mr. Krrcntn : So should I—the difficulty is how you 
are going to get one there. 

Mr. Saiptey said he was going to: point out, that al- 
though there were some 3,00U or more members of their 
profession, veterinary surgeons were very few in any 
one district. They were not powerful enough to sway a 
Parliamentary election. In any case, he did not see how 
they were going to get any borough or division to elect a 
member to represent veterinary surgeons. Perhaps in 
some of those Irish constituencies they might get a man 
in—(laughter)—but he did not think they were likely to 
find any such opening in East Anglia. He thought they 
ought to look a little more closely to the other alterna- 
tive, Every veterinary surgeon in East Anglia ought to 
pe himself in communication with his Member of 
rarliament, and to put before him any question of 
Interest to the profession. He (Mr.Shipley) was quite 
of that any point thus brought before their members 
I atliament would receive every consideration. That 
the en his experience. He might point out further 

hat they had had veterinary surgeons in the House of 
pire, and that he had failed to see that they had 
fact, my anything for the veterinary professicn. In 

al ithad not been for such men as Captain Cecil 
: a 0, who took up the interests of the profession in 
weal ae scandals abont the remounts, he thought they 

Th have been in great trouble. 
te = CHAIRMAN said he had had the pleasure of speak- 
to subject on former occasions, and all that he 
= else had suggested had up to the present come 
+ . 2 He thought that after all, perhaps, the posi- 
only ra ape by Mr. Shipley was for the present the 

one. They must rely upon the members of 

in their own individual districts, and take 
culty which With them upon any of diffi- 

0 More ke might arise. He thought that M.P.’s might 

or them than they had hitherto done, but he 


also thought that the fault was very much their own, in 
not having consulted their members. 


THE SANITARY INSTITUTE. 


The SecrRErTaRY said he had received a communica- 
tion from the Sanitary Institute, saying their meeting 
would be held from July 7th to 11th at Bradford. It 
was decided that this subject should stand over to the 
May meeting. 

Mr. Morton WALLIs proposed that the next meeting 
should be held in May, at Ipswich. The Secretary 
seconded. 

Mr. SHIPLEY expressed surprise, saying their object 
was to move from place to place so that every member 
of the Society might bave an opportunity of attending 
their meetings. He proposed that the next meeting 
should be held at Bury St. Edmunds. Mr. R.C. Taylor 
seconded. 

Mr. WALLIs and the SEcRETARY said they were quite 
willing to withdraw their motion, and it was resolved 
that the next meeting should take place at Bury. 


A Vote or THANKS. 


Prof. ALMOND said there was one omission so far which 
he was sure they would all like to rectify. That was, to 
express their feeling with regard to the work done by 
the officers during the past year, It was always a 
pleasure to put these feelings into words. They knew 
the amount of work which the conduct of even such a 
small Society imposed upon a very few individuals, and 
he was sure they would all join with him in most heartily 
thanking the officers for what they had done during the 
past year to advance the interests of the organization. 

Mr. Morton WALLIs seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 

The CHAIRMAN thanked the members for their kind 
and unanimous vote. He was sure that everyone had 
tried todo his duty in furthering the interests of the 
Society. 


THE USE AND ABUSE OF SEDATIVES IN THE 
TREATMENT OF THE EQUINE COLICS. 
By H. Cautton Regks, F.R.C.V.S., Spalding. 


There are two factors controlling one’s choice of a 
subject to bring before the members of an Association 
such as this. One is the extent to which it should 
interest the hearers: and the other is the degree of 
special knowledge, fancied or real, the essayist feels him- 
self capable of putting into it. 

The first comiition I feel contident I have fulfilled, for 
the treatment of the Equine Colics is a subject that 
forces itself almost daily upon the average veterinarian ; 
and, unless he feels his present treatment the acme o 
what is right, and all knowledge bearing on it at a stand- 
still, any new line of thought theron should not fail to 
hold his attention. 

Of the special knowledge I am able to offer I am not 
so sure. QOne’s own treatment is so apt to become what 
is popularly termed “groovy” ; and, taking the line I 
am about to, I expect the discussion that should follow 
to disabuse me of wrong impressions or point out errors 
in judgment that a long-continuing practice of a special 
line of treatment may have led me into. ah 

I may say at the outset that I consider the adminis- 
tration of sedatives in colic grossly abused. That in only 
a very, very few instances are they called for at all, and 
that in all other cases their exhibition tends rather to 
prolong the case than bring about its resolution, 

Having taken that standpoint, I shall endeavour to 
give reasons that will justify it. To that end I must 
arrange the matter of my discourse under the following 


headings : 


ue 
0 
me 
d; 
ay 
nd 
if 
$4 
in 
is 
re: 
re- 
nk 
by 
ay 

| 

ve 
He 
etl 
de 
be 
as 
es 
he 
ng 
nt, 
of 
ry 
act 
D 
on 
at 
he 
0° 
et 
he 
i 
ud 
th 
to 
id 
le 
if 
of 
le 
y 


588 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


March 21, 1903 


(1) The sedatives in common use, and their generally 
accepted actions. 

(2) Circumstances that have led the veterinarian to their 
frequent administration. 

{3) The Major points in an argument for their more re- 
stricted use. 

(4) Cases of colic in which they are of service. 

(5) Cases of colic in which they are harmful. _ 

The Sedatives in Common Use are Opium and its 
alkaloid Morphia ; Belladonna with its alkaloid Atro- 
pine ; Chloral Hydrate ; and Cannabis Indica. 

Taking these in the order named we shall find that 
opium and morphia, no matter how administered, para- 
lyse cutaneous and mucous structures and the ending of 
sensory nerves with which they are brought into contact. 
Medicinal doses are analgesic and antispasmodic, and 
diminish the several secretions excepting that of the 
skin. We find also, though there is some primary exci- 
tant action, that they more notably and permanently 
diminish gastro-intestinal secretions and movements. 

Finlay Dun, the author of the work I have taken, 
goes on to state that they are useful in antagonising 
muscular spasm in spasmodic colic—that when given 
for that purpose they should be combined with alves, 
oil, or other laxative to counteract, | suppose, though 
the author doves not directly say so, their tendency to 
cause stagnation of the bowels and consequent tympany. 

I would draw your attention to the fact that he dues 
not advocate them for cases of obstruction, except as 
purely expectant treatment in cases of strangulation, 
intussusception, and obstruction with calculi. Instead, 
he commences his notice of their medicinal uses by say- 
ing emphatically “Opium and morphia are used to 
relieve symptoms rather than the condition on which 
they depend ; and on a later page we find the direct 
statement that “ opiates are contra-indicated in cases of 
obstinate constipation.” The author, by the very 
pointedness of the last sentence, evidently intends it as 
an axiom of treatment, and not as a rough generalization. 

Belladonna [ give second place to because its alkaloid, 
atropine, is so frequently combined with morphia when 
that latter drug is given. In addition to the fact that it 
has, like opium, a primary stimulant and secondary para- 
lysant action, paralysing sensory nerves and relieving 
pain and sensibility, there is little to note save that it 
diminishes the secretions of all glands—salivary, per- 
spiratory, mucous, and mammary. 

Chloral hydrate is also described as having a primary 
stimulant and secondary sedative action. It is claimed 
for it that it does not stay intestinal movements and call 
up tympany, nor hinder secretion of the intestinal fluids. 
It is well to remember also, that this drug has a marked 
antiseptic action, almost equalling carbolic acid in that 
respect, and that it has an irritant action ou the skin 
and mucous membranes. 

Cannabis Indica, a deliriant narcotic, anodyne, and 
anti-spasmodic, is said to relieve pain and spasm as 
quickly as opium, but more permanently, and without 
arresting the action of bowels. 

Circumstances which have led the veterinarian to 
the frequent administration of Sedatives.—Very prob- 
ably the first of these is the idea that anodynes or 
sedatives invariably relieve cases ot uncomplicated spasm, 
that is to say “uncomplicated” so far as we can judge. 

Next in order we may place the very creditable in- 
stinct that urges man to allay pain and suffering in a 
dumb animal. 

We also find it contended that in colic it is the pain 
that will quickly wear the animal out—that unless we 
relieve the pain the — will die, not as a direct 
result of the malady he is suffering from, but actually 
from the pain itself. 

So far as'I can gather those are the arguments ad- 
vanced favouring the frequent use of sedatives in the 


cases we are discussing. I would add to them, however 
that peculiar fear some practitioners have of Witnessing 
a little rolling: that absolute dread of allowing the 
pains, even as symptoms, to manifest themselves | 
would even go so far as to state that it is, in many jp. 
stances, a fear of his client’s opinion that urges th 
veterinarian to a course he would naturally reason 4 
wrong if not unfairly influenced. The client, perhaps, is 
standing by—anxious, alarmed. He suggests that the 
pains should be stayed ; wonders they are not. “(yy 
nothing be done ?” he may ask. The veterinary surgeon 
is truthfully bound to admit that a dose of a powerful 
sedative will alleviate them. At the same time, he may 
know that, in this particular case, it wiil not be the best 
treatment possible. He is conscious of the fact that to 
drive that home to the mind of a layman he must give 
a lengthy explanation. He doubts whether, should his 
case go wrong, his explanation would be accepted. He 
wavers. The syringe is produced, and, hoping to please 
his client, the agony is treated instead of the disorder. 
Does not that mean in many cases that the sedative is 
often administered to cloak the practitioner’s want of 
knowledge— administered to hide a pain concerning 
whose cause there is blind ignorance ? 

Again, those who have given this subject much thought 
are almost certain to come to the conclusion that the 
“dread of enteritis” often wrongly influences the prac: 
titioner to the administration of an anodyne. In the 
horse we have, in enteritis, a form of colic that is, per- 
haps, apart from contagiousness, only equalled in human 
medicine by cholera. Its rapid fatality, when once set 
in is appaling. With one or two recent cases of that 
description uppermost in his mind, the veterinarian at 
once pushes the administration of sedatives in his next 
case of acute abdominal pain. And yet he may be doing 
wrong. I hold the opinion, rightly or wrongly, that 
enteritis as we know it is a form of acute septic infec: 
tion of the biood stream commencing from the intestines 
with a cause as yet undiscovered. And if, until I se 
its fatal signs well in evidence, I withhold the adminis 
tration of sedatives in a case of colic, [ always conswle 
myself with the fact that their earlier exhibition would 
not have helped in the least to bring about a favourable 
issue. 

Allowing these influencing circumstances to bare 
arisen solely from the veterinarian’s own experiences, ! 
fear we have another set of reasons impelling the vetert 
nary practitioner to a use of sedatives that is not only 
extreme, but sometimes fatal. He sees or hears of theit 
frequent use in human medicine for apparently like dis 
orders, and argues. falsely in this case, that what Is 
for man is good for beast. Reasoning from analogy 
never led man to greater error. If we de so here, bi 
simply cast aside all our knowledge of the speci 
anatomy of the patient with which we are dealing, throw 
to the winds all our special information regarding b's 
peculiarities in physiological functions and process 
and follow as mere automatons whatever human ™ “ 
cine says is right. The practitioner of human ss 
is right in his own case. It does not follow jthat ! ™ 
do as he does we are right in ours. “ted 

Major points in an Argument for the more ius m 
use of Sedatives in Colve.—Allowing for the —_ 
that sedatives will relieve uncomplicated spasm, I wo at 
put these two questions to the members here Qo i 
How often is it that we are called in to a case 0 ie 
spasmodic colic? If we are, can we absolutely oe sn 
certainty distinguish it at once from a spasm due 
more serious cause me whel 

In the first place most of you will agree with mo ‘iv 
I say that the case of uncomplicated spasm ust -. 
way to some first remedy administered by the o ours 
that when we see spasm it is a spasi : 
duration, and therefore due to some fairl 
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In other words we are called in to a case of simple spas- 
modic colic seldom or never, and have, therefore, no 
reason to administer a sedative at all. 

Secondly, I think you will again agree with me when 
I say that our present means of differentiation do not 
allow of our attending a case of colic and giving a diag- 
nosis off hand. That, therefore, even if we are called 
inearly and assume it to be a case of simple spasm, the 
early administration of a sedative will not be wise. The 
spasm may turn out to be due to fecal obstruction, in 
which case the anodyne will do harm rather than good. 

This all seems to call for some definition of the words 
“uncomplicated spasm,” but I venture to think that any 
one of you here, when discussing the equine colics would 
hesitate to give those words a definite limitation. Given 
a quickly uccurring case of colic which an ancdyne 
rapidly relieves, the practitioner is only too apt to care- 
lessly pass it over as “spasm,” without a due enquiry as 
toa possible “ something” of which the spasm may have 
been only the result. 

If we admit that spasm, or sudden painful contraction 
of the intestinal muscular coats, comparable with the 
ordinary cramp of voluntary muscle, is likely to occur, 
then the name of simple spasmodic colic may still be 
retained in our aomenclature. In granting that, how- 
ever, we grant a great deal. We admit that this sudden 
cramp may occur as a result of continued or excessive 
work, as a result of cold or other equally indefinite cause, 
quite independent of there being in the intestinal tube 
poisonous materials generated from the ingesta. We 
admit that we do not attempt to explain the cramp as a 
result of the presence of food whose very bulkiness or 
indigestibility brings it about. We allow that no tem- 
= rn of the intestines themselves may 

amed. 

Can we allow a!l this? 1 doubt it. Rather would I sug- 
gestthat what we now call a case of simple or uncomplica- 
ted spasm is one in which the materials or conditions giv- 
lng rise to it are small in potency or seriousness, and are 
quickly antagonised by a sharp, quick effort on the part 
of the bowel, the painful manifestation of which we 
term spasmodic colic. The very fact of the cause not 

Ing @ serious one allows a sedative to be given. The 
cause of the mischief is removed by the bowel while the 
sedative dulls the outward manifestation of the pain. In 
this case the bowels act in spite of the sedative. When 
the cause is a serious one then this does not apply. The 
bowel then, hindered in its actions by the administration 
of the anodyne, fails to act as in the simpler case, and an 
obstinate condition of intestinal stasis is bound to result. 

‘we cannot always say at the outset of a case whether 
or no the cause is a simple one, then sedatives had better 
be withheld entirely. 

Having thus disposed of the value of sedatives in 
simple spasm—which, after all, is the main argument to 
se ranced in their favour—we come to several circum- 
. > that absolutely negative their use in other forms 
‘ colic. Before an assembly of practical men I need not 

well over them long. Weall know the enormous length 
— horse’s intestines, and the large masses of food 
en called upon to deal with. We know that the 
nutritive material abstracted from the large 

~ of food taken in is comparatively small, and that, 
kee? the great bulk of the indigestible matter bas 
rapes ept on the move towards its exit from the body, 
a rs make room for further supplies. This brings 
0 ae teed fact that the horse requires to pass 8 

“ motions daily to maintain his health, and 
about Ppage of his peristaltic action for 24 hours is 
a *quivalent to something like eight to ten days in 


M. mi I may be allowed to mention what I have be 
itis that ed, should lead us to easily understand why 
Stasis of Pains follows so rapidly on apparently slight 
© bowels in the horse. It is this that renders 


equine colics of such serious importance. It explains in 
great measure the rapid and oftentimes fatal course 
they run, and impressively points out the urgent neces- 
sity for prompt and ~~ remedial measures. This, 
more than anything else, should induce the veterinarian 
to carefully weigh his data before jumping at a diag- 
nosis. Above all, it should cause him to deliberately 
ponder, and perhaps stay his hand, before administering 
those agents which tend to kill pain, but at the same 
time tightly lock the bowels. It should cause us to 
reason that though sedatives may be administered with 
comparative impunity to man, anything that may tend 
to stagnate the bowels, which a sedative wadeukeedly 
will, is not to be exhibited with safety to the horse. 

To those who administer sedatives with the humane 
object of alleviating pain I have only one remark to 
make. Their first duty is to preserve life, even if in so 
doing they inflict a little more suffering. 

Then consider the nature of the horse’s food. It is 
such that, if looked for any length of time within the 
bowels, it quickly gives rise to the formation of gas. In 
conjunction with that fact reflect that the food so liable 
to act is present in large quantities and we see that this 
formation of gas will be extensive. Anyone who has 
seen the amount of tympany called up by a dose of opium 
or morphia will bear me out in that. 

We should next panse fora moment over the question 

of tympanitic stomach—that condition in which the 
stomach is abnormally distended with gas that is gaining 
no putlet from the pylorus. As veterinarians we know, 
without entering into details, that there is an arrange- 
ment of the fibres of the cardiac end of the stomach 
walls rendering the eructation or belching up of the gas 
by road of the cesophagus an utter impossibility. It 
must gain exit from the body by way of the intestines 
and rectum, or accumulate in the stomach to the extent 
of causing rupture of that organ and death. Given the 
gas formation, and we have here a direct danger in the 
administration of a sedative, a danger entirely dependant 
on the anatomy of the horse’s stomach. We lock the 
natural outlet, namely the intestines, and the gases 
accumulate in the stomach to a degree that is 
dangerous. 
I may be met with the argument that two of the seda- 
tives I have mentioned (Chloral Hydrate and Cannabis 
Indica) do not arrest the action of the bowels. To that 
I have this reply. Those two certainly are not the 
sedatives in commcn use among veterinarians. Opiam 
and morphia, and belladonna and atropine, with their 
dangerous effects, easily run a good first. Putting that 
on one side, I feel it hard to conceive of a drug which, 
while diminishing pain and sensibility in any organ, yet 
fails to influence in some degree or other that organ’s 
movements. Chloral Hydrate and Cannabis Indica may 
not, to the extent of opium and belladonna, unfavourably 
affect peristalsis. Yet no one will deny that they come 
under the same class of drugs and must, in common par- 
lance, be “tarred with the same brush.” 

There is another consideration, this time a selfish one, 
that should concern the veterinarian when contempla- 
ting the use of a sedative in colic. He should remem- 
ber that toa very great extent—an extent hardly realised 
by those who constantly use them—anodynes effectually 
wask the symptoms of the animal’s complaint. In words 
{ once heard “There is no real art in relieving pain. 
Anyone with a few grains of morphia and a hypodermic 
syringe may do that. If possible, the cause of the pain 
should be the first consideration.” If the veterinarian 
persists in the administration of analgesics in equine 
colic, he cannot expect his powers of diagnosis to 
advance. There is yet so much to learn conceraing these 
troublesome disorders that we absolutely cannot afford 
to throw away our chances of acquiring further know- 
ledge. And yet that is what we do when we administer 


an anodyne. In these cases the only evidence we may 
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read is that derived from the symptoms the animal will 
show. Hide these by a dose of morphia and we are face 
t6 face with a closed book. If I may carry the metaphor 
still farther, its pages are often closed beyond our power 
to reopen. 

To those who still remain unconvinced I have, in 
favour of the general correctness of my conclusions, one 
last proof to offer, and it is one that might well be 
termed a “facer.” It is this. For the last seven years I 
have altogether abandoned sedatives in the treatment of 
colic, with the best of results. Instead, I have relied on 
large doses of ammonium carbonate and nux vomica, 
aided by what other stimulant the cases appeared to de- 
mand. The details of that treatment I need not enter 
into here. You will find them published in The Journal 
of Comparative Pathology and Therapeutics for March, 
1900. Fuller details still will be found in the pages of 
my recently published book Zhe Common Coltcs of the 
Horse. During the whole of those seven years I have 
seen no cause to regret the change. My cases are not so 
long about, are easier diagnosed, and do not cause the 
same amount of anxiety, while my list of fatalities has 
decreased to an eminently gratifying extent. If it isany 
inducement, I can promise the same happy state of affairs 
to those who may follow the same road. 

Though these by no means exhaust the arguments that 
might be advanced against the extensive employment of 
sedatives in the equine colics, the time at my dis 
does not permit of their further mention. I think, how- 
ever, that I have now said enough to lead those here who 
have been in the habit of so using them to give the sub- 
ject even more careful thought than they hitherto may 

ave done. 

Cases of Colic in which Sedatives are of Service.— 
Without venturing the rash statement that a sedative is 
never of use in an attack of colic, I still give it as my 
firm opinion that those cases in which it may be used 
with any great advantage are extremely few and far 
between. [ will mention the chief. “ 

First in many practices will come the colic accompany: 
ing superpurgation from a dose of aloes. There no 
difference of opinion can possibly exist. In addition to 
other remedies a dose of crude opium, or a hypodermic 
dose of morpbia is urgently called for, and, assuming the 
case not to have advanced too far, it is attended with 
good results. Even then a certain amount of tympany 
will often result which, however, quickly gives way to a 
suitable stimulant treatment. 

Next in order of importance will come that form of 
colic arising from the ingestion of irritating foods, as, for 
example, new oats, mouldy or mow-burnt hay, or frozen 
roots, in which purging is a prominent symptom. We 
have in that an excited, an irritated condition of the 
bowel, with peristalsis in evidence beyond the normal, 
and a sedative that does not too actively abate the peris- 
talsis may, perhaps, be given with benefit. At any rate 
it will stay the immediate pains. 

Here, however, the point may be raised as to whether 
this purging is not a simple effort of nature to relieve 
the system of the offending material. It might even be 
contended that, rather than check her, she should be 
assisted in so relieving herself by the administration of 
some mild diffusible stimulant combined with a bland 
oleaginous laxative. In using the sedative there is 
always the risk of slightly over-estimating the correct 
dose for the purpose, thereby staying the action of the 
bowels just a trifle too far, and bringing about a case of 
intestinal tympany from the fermenting ingesta within. 
Though the tympany called up in this manner can 
hardly be regarded as serious, it is questionable whether 
the treatment has been a rational and a scientific one. 
As the case.then is just a little open to question, I give 
the supporters of sedatives the benetit of the doubt and 
allow that an anodyne will, in this instance, relieve the 
pain withont doing serious harm. 


Peritonitis is another, though less frequent, form of 
colic that will benefit by the administration of an anal. 
gesic. So far I have met with only cne or two isolated 
cases, one of which resulted from the use of the trocar 
and cannula in a case of intestinal tympany. Even here 
a sedative, as we generally understand a sedative, is not 
going to be the most suitable remedy. Aconite with its 
powers of rapidly reducing the pulse beats, lowering the 
temperature, and lessening the perceptions of pain, will 
be found the most beneficial. 

We now come to another mention of enteritis, that 
bogey of the veterinarian, and the cause of certainly 
more than half of the mis-treatment of veterinary colic, 
When once diagnosed of course sedatives may be given 
with a lavish hand in order to deaden the agonising 

ins that assuredly herald the animal’s speedy death. 

ut that which is diagnosed as enteritis—is it always 
enteritis? Those among us of any length of experience, 
as they call to memory the cases of their earlier days, 
are bound tv admit that it is not. More especially to 
the young beginner will this hoary-headed misnomer 
rear his grinning features and rattle his clanking chains. 
Confronted with a case of acute agonising pain the young 
graduate becomes alarmed. Enteritis, with all the tales 
of dread fatality its name calls up, flits across his mind. 
His case is—he is certain it is—enterites. He commences 
at once the administration of sedatives. What is there- 
sult? Everyone knows that a case of sub-acute intes- 
tinal obstruction may commence with extremely acute 
symptoms, and then linger on with dull pains for days 
What in reality was the sharp paroxsym denoting a be- 
“yted attempt of the bowel to Jeal with a mass of ob- 
structive matter has been treated with an anodyne, the 
bowel being thus deadened to the serious nature of its 
condition, and the gravity of the case of obstruction 
rendered a certainty. 

Were it a proved fact that che administration of seda- 
tives would bring about resolution in a-case of this so 
called enteritis I could find some excuse for this error. 
If one case only, and that an unquestionable one, were 
on record of a cure being so brought about, I would again 
risk falling into that error myself. But it is not 80. 
There is not, and ‘never has been, an instance in whi 
sedatives have had a beneficial action and changed the 
issue in an wndoubted case of enteritis. If only that 
teaching were generally accepted acute pain would not 
then frighten the practitioners into the too early admin: 
istration of anodynes, and one great factor leading to 
their abuse in the treatment of colic would be entirely 
done away with. 

Cases of Colic in which Sedatives are Harmful— 
Among the abuses of sedatives there is, to my mint 
nothing worse than the case of their administration 10 
subacute obstructions of the colon. These are the cases 
that form sc large a percentage, probably 80 or 90, of our 
tutal attacks of colic, so that if in his treatment he Is 
labouring under a misapprehension the practitioner ¥ 
have the great bulk of his cases suffer, and not the oe 
paratively few. The very thing we are called opt 
treat in these cases is a lethargic, torpid condition ° ‘ 
bowel, and unless we are homceopaths, believing 10 
dictum similia similibus curantur—let likes be treate 
likes, we cannot, with any regard for logic, adminis 
an anodyne. ‘ced that 

Those who have met with them will have notict ~~ 
obstructions confined to the single colon give 4d 
condition of the bowel even more obstinately — lie 
that arising from a like affection of the larger ee 7 
which case a sedative is even more strongly contra 
cated still. 

In justice to those who give anodynes 
is only fair to add that they administer 4 
a drastic purgative in the shape of aloes. ‘il stay 
support of their treatment that an anodyne W! viz., the 
pains while the purgative removes the cause, 
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obstruction. In so believing they lull themselves into a 
state of false security. The anodyne, in addition to 
staying the pain, stays the action of the aloes and the 
bowels. In this way the cause is still retained and the 
case prolonged or even aggravated. 

Gastric tympany I have already touched on, and have 

inted out that the pategenaes and anatomy of the 
horse’s stomach, when it is filling with gas, will not allow 
of any agent being given that will tend to stay the nor- 
mal movements of the intestines. 

In tympanites confined to the intestines themselves 
sedatives are justas dangerous. This is another form of 
colic due to the ingestion of irritating and fermenting 
foods, this time unaccompanied by a relieving purge. 
The volume of gas distends the intestine to a point of 
agonising pain, may even, by force of pressure, interfere 
with the movements of the lungs, bringing about a 
deoxygenated state of the blood or even a species of in- 
+oxication trom the absorbtion of the gas itself. Noth- 
ing but a et he apse of the gases from the system 
will restore the body tone to a state competent to fight 
against the disorder. A sedative will not remove, but 
lock them there, at the same time causing the retention 
within the intestines of the very matter from which the 
gases are arising. 

Throughout this paper it will be noticed I have re- 
frained from mentioning such forms of colic as volvulus, 
intussusception, the action of poisons, parasitic embolism 
of the mesenteric blood vessels, etc. I do not think 
these cases occur with such a frequency as should lead 
us to confound their treatment with that of the more 
simple forms. The fact that a sedative is needed by 
conditions thus serious should not cause us to aimlessly 
blunder forward, sedative in hand, tu every case of colic 
‘we encounter. 

This, gentlemen, concludes my plea for the more cau- 
tious and restricted use of sedatives in the treatment of 

€ equine colics. I cannot claim that I have covered 
the whole of the ground the title of my paper would 

Suggest, or that I have said even one quarter of what 

might be said on this very important subject, for it is 

extremely difficult, nay impossible, to condense within 
¢ limits of a single paper the whole line of reasonin 
that leads one to a conclusion involving this so radica 
achange in our therapeutic methods. I can only pre- 
tend to have given you the merest outline. In any case 
pen they think I have been too self-assertive or too 
ogmatic, [ wish my hearers to fully understand that 
gmatism does not necessarily imply arrogant self- 
vonceit or even the assumption of a superior knowledge. 

3 thie case it means that the speaker thinks he has 

placed his fingers on a weak spot in the generally accept- 

treatment of a certain set of complaints. It means 
” that towards anything approaching an innovation 

. imly detects a certain degree of apathy among his 

of x Practitioners, and recognises that a certain amount 

ist ain speaking is the one thing calculated to stir them 
wakefulness concerning it. 

the tine ming here I make but one convert I shall feel 

ean has been well spent. If, again, the discussion 

chen certain conclusions of mine to be wrong, or shows 
mee, enthusiasm for a new thing should be modera- 
» My time will have been even better spent. 


Discussion, 


The 
lo AN said he hoped the paper would be fol- 
me? 4 good discussion. The essayist had certainly 
although — very clearly before the meeting, and 
toutly, ere might be members present who would 
ely Benes tain the bridge which had carried them 
“od in dealing with many different cases of colic 
tarnest atte bstructions, he was sure they would all give 
Mr, Reeks re to the new method of treatment which 
bers would ad so ably advocated. He hoped that mem- 
“titicise the paper, so far as it was open to 


criticism, and say frankly whether they thought Mr. 
Reeks was right or wrong in his ideas. 

Mr. C. Acaio said their worthy President had invited 
them to discuss a new treatment. As a matter of fact 
the treatment was not new. It was one that he had used 
for years, and he might tell the members that when he 
was assistant to Mr. John Roalfe Cox that was his treat- 
ment. There was nothing finer in the world than nux 
vomica. He had a case at Ipswich of a chestnut cart 
horse that was continually having colic—about once 
every fortnight. There was no doubt that his bowels, or 
the muscular coatings, were weak ; this was shown by 
the droppings which were often not moulded at all. He 
treated the horse with nux vomica, and that put him 
right. The sheet anchor of the whole thing was to give 
a dose of physic which would remove the cause of the 
complaint. He had no doubt, however, that there were 
many members present who would hold to their own 
way in this matter. They would say “ My father and 
my grandfather did as we do and we are not going to 
alter.” Any number of papers might be read, but they 
would not be convinced. Their friend whv had read the 
paper said he used’ pulv. nux vomica, he (Mr. Aggio) 
used the extract—about 20 grains. 

Mr. Morton WALLIs said he was not one of those who 
believed in doing exactly as his father and grandfather 
had done before him, but he did not always believe in 
giving a dose of physic right off. He would rather give 
an injection of morphia or pilocarpine, and in a couple 
of hours’ time they could get what was wanted and send 
the horse back to work instead of laying him up fora 
week. These drugs were better in the form of tabloids 
than in a solution. Mr. Reeks had said that eructation 
of gas by the cesophagus was impossible with the horse. 
Now he was only an old fossil so to say—(laughter)— 
but he would ask his friend Mr. Tayler, of Colchester, 
whether a horse did not often eructate through the 
cesophagus toa considerable extent after a good run to 
hounds, and on other occasions also. He (the speaker) 
had seen them do so. He should also like to ask Mr. 
Reeks—Did he think it harmful for a horse to roll? He 
(Mr, Wallis) did not. Some people thought twist of the 
bowels always occurred through rolling, but that certain- 
ly was not the case. In one instance he attended a 
horse that had been severely wounded and was not 
allowed to lie down or walk about tine wg | the 
animal got worse. He came to the conclusion that its 
collapse was not due to the wound itself but to twist of 
the bowels, and when the horse died a post-mortem 
showed that his diagnosis was correct. That horse had 
not stirred for a week or more so that that twist in the 
bowels did not occur through rolling. 

Mr. A. S. AUGER said he must express his admiration 
for the clever and capable way in which the paper had 
been prepared. The treatment therein advocated would 
somewhat restrict the latitude of their judgment in the 
treatment of colic, but Mr. Reeks had certainly given 
them much food for thought. Acting from experience, 
he had no clearly-defined system of treating cases that 
were attended with pain. He treated each case accord- 
ing to the special features it presented, and he found 
that there was a very great deal to be learned by 
clinical observation. In a case to which he was called 
at Hurts Hall, by Mr. William Long, although con- 
siderable pain was manifested, he refrained from using 
sedatives, but employed castor oil and glycerine most 
successfully. He noted that the essayist had told them 
what not todo in a case of severe tympany. If he had 
told them what to do, he (the speaker) presumed he 
would have recommended carbonate of ammonia and 
nux vomica. He did not know whether that would be 

rompt enough, and would venture to mention a house- 
hold remedy—that was, 1} pints saturated solution of 
chloride of sodium. That was very effective. With re- 


gard to horses rolling, his experience was in favour cf 
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letting them have full liberty, though in the case of a | Mr. Reeks for the excellent paper he had read. In ven. 
' turing to make a few comments upon it, he would say ip 


mare in foal, of course all possible precautions must be 
taken. Touching the possible causes of twist in the 
bowels, Mr. Auger once had a pony which he allowed, 
when out on a journey, to drink to its full at a running 
stream. The animal was taken so ill that he had it 
shot, and he found afterwards that it had a double twist 
of the small intestines. That was the neuralgic effect of 
the cold water on the heated intestines. pa had listened 


to an admirable paper, and must all feel indebted to Mr. 
Reeks. (Hear, hear.) 
Mr. W. Surprey, junr., said he thought it was an 


excellent idea to ask men who had specially studied 
some particular subject to come before the Society, 
and to suggest to them methods of treatment which 
had never before, perhaps, entered their thoughts ; and 
he joined with his friends in thanking Mr. Reeks for 
his very fine paper. That gentleman was just as much 
o_— to sedatives as he (Mr. Shipley) was in favour 
of them. (Laughter.) Personally, he suffered very much 
from colic—(renewed laughter)—and was very often in 
need of a sedative. The essayist had said that their 
duty in the first instance was to save life, but he would 
rather put it the other way, and say that while their 
object was to save life, their duty in the first instance 
was to relieve pain. Hedid not believe there was such 
considerable danger of producing constipation of the 
bowels by giving sedatives as had been suggested. As 
far as his experience was concerned, he had always used 
sedatives to a very great extent, and he should continue 
to doso. At the same time, he had always taken measures 
by the administration of aperients—aloes or castor oil— 
to remove the cause of the mischief. It was necessary 
to relieve pain, he thought, because the bowels would 
not act until that had been done, and. simultaneously 
with relieving the pain, they wanted to stimulate the 
action of the bowels. As far as the treatment of colic 
was concerned, it was very petty to talk about un- 
— spasm, and calculus and twist, and so on, 
but he had very often to do something before he could 
half make up his mind as to what was the real cause of 
the pain. Afterwards, even, he had been by no means 
positive. He had never been happy enough, for in- 
stance, to be quite certain in diagnosing calculus of the 
bowel. In the case of an animal suffering from super- 
ome eee from eating frosted roots or anything of that 

ind, a dose of castor oil had very often a fine effect. 
The first objects he had in view in cases of colic was to 
alleviate the pain and remove the cause, which was in- 
variably due tothe presence of some material that was 
indigestible, and was causing fermentation and the pro- 
duction of gases. He appreciated the paper very much 
indeed, but hoped Mr. Reeks would not induce the mem- 
bers to abandon a treatment which had been proved by 
experience to be very beneficial. 

r. KITCHIN said he always treated the symptoms, 
and never allowed his assistant to leave without giving 
a dose of ope If he did, he (the speaker) thought the 
assistant had not carried out his duty. 

Mr. R. C. TAYLER said that when they were called in to 
attend to an ordinary case of colic, and found the horse 
rolling about and that sort of thing, they might go to the 
animal’s side and listen, and might hear nothing. This 
arose simply from want of action, and, in such a case, his 
first idea was to produce peristaltic action. For that 
—— he a a dese of physic. As soon as he could 

ear a rumble inside he felt he was all right. It was 
absolutely necessary to produce peristaltic action, and to 
do this they must give a purgative, or something which 
would increase the action of the muscular coating of the 
bowels. With regard to tympanitis, they did not always 
get it in a case of colic ; when it did occur he believed 
that carbonate of ammonia was an excellent drug to 
give. 

Professor ALMOND said they were greatly indebted to 


the first place that it seemed to him very desirable, before 
discussing any questioa, to know exactly what they were 
discussing, and one omission in the paper, he thought, 
was a definition of the term which we recognise as colic 
The essayist did refer to the difficulty of giving such q 
definition, but he (the speaker) took it that they were al] 
fairly well agreed as to what the term usually meant. He 
regarded colic as a train of symptoms unattended with 
inflammation or structural lesions. Anything beyond that 
had a different name. Many diseases were associated 
with colicky symptoms similar to those that were seen in 
pure colic, but there was the distinction—colic was not 
attended with either inflammation or structural lesions, 
Another question into which they should enquire when 
dealing with a case of the kind was—What was the state 
of the animal which they were called upon to treat? 
Usually, in pure colic, the condition of the animal was 
more or less one of exhaustion. The essayist referred to 
this fact, and he mentioned fatigue or cold or other 
“indefinite causes.” Upon this point he joined issue 
with Mr. Reeks. He did not think that cold or fatigue 
were indefinite causes, but real and positive causes. If 
that were so, the next point that arose was—How did 
these causes act? Well, they knew that the bowel was 
governed by certain local nerve centres and that nor. 

mally these were controlled by the higher centres of the 
brain and spinal cord, and the condition which had been 

referred to as spasms—the condition they usually spoke 
of as colic—was apparently produced by what he should 

call a want of control of the higher nerve centres over 

the local ones in the intestinal walls. If that was the 

case, it seemed to him that there was another line of 

treatment of these cases which had not been referred to, 

and could be favoured beyond any other that had been 

mentioned. He might be going rather too far in saying 

this, because the essayist had recommended a form of 

treatment which practically embraced that which he was 

about to refer to. That was, the exhibition of stimulants. 

They all knew that carbonate of ammonia was a very 

quick and powerful stimulant, and that the other agent, 
nux vomica, was also an excellent nerve stimulant. This 
was rather slower in its action, however, and might come 
in more useful at a later than in earlier stages. Perso- 
ally he rather pinned his faith to supporting or stimula- 
ing the higher nerve centres as soon as possible, in order 
to reproduce that co-ordination which usually exists !0 
the economy. Let them take the case of a man, and “ 
thought they might often refer to themselves to help 
them in illustrating any particular point in eonnectioe 
with the the lower animals. If any member mtg 
had the belly-ache—for that was what colic came ™, 
what would he do? Well, nine men out of every fe 
would have brandy, or some other stimulant ; and at 
sonally, in his own practice, he had in the majority 
cases found that one or two doses of stimulant _ 
usually sufficient to bring about recovery in the non 
colic. They had not before them for consideration ’ ‘ 
of enteritis or peritonitis ; all these more = o He 
tions did not come properly under the term ~ colle. the 
looked in the first place for favourable results from she 
administration of a good stimulant, which 
carbonate of ammonia, alcoholic, or that - = 
which was formerly largely used—namely, — last, 
It was a very disagreeable task to administef 

he knew, and in doing so a good suit of clot "4 whie 

be spoiled ; but the old-fashioned Law’s drink, 

held its position amongst the lay fratern! ‘ont, 
f that ingredie 

present day, was largely composed of tha! ks that a8 
and was one of the most successful colic drin . nentl? 
ever used. Another also extremely useful — a ol. 
successful, was sulphuric ether, administer such 
Failing recovery from the stimulant, than 
he had suggested, there was nothing bette 
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ounce of chloral hydrate. He thought the essayist was 


wrong in his assumption of the extent to which it was 
used. He believed it was very largely used, and inas- 
much as it had the action of an intestinal antiseptic as 
well as asedative, his impression was, and his experi- 


ence was, that there was nothing to beat it. ith 


rd to the more acute symptoms which very often 
followed on colic, he thought that if they had given a 
horse a good rousing stimulant and an ounce, or a couple 
of ounces of chloral hydrate, and the horse did not re- 
cover, then they might conclude that they had something 
of a very serious character to dea] with. The essayist 
spoke of opium or morphia as an anti-spasmodic, and 
there was no doubt it had that effect, but he rather com- 
plained that it had also the effect of paralysing the 
terminal nerves. This, however, was the very thing they 
wanted to bring about—within reasonable limits, be- 
cause the spasm was caused by the hyper-zsthetic action 
of the nerves of this part of the body, because of the 
imperfect control of the higher nerve centres. If they 
administered a reasonable dose of opium or morphia—he 
did not believe in excessive duses—or chloral hydrate,\to 
act locally on the lower nerve centres, and if they also 
administered a stimulant to act on the higher nerve 
centres, they produced a co-ordination of the system 
which was bound to have excellent effects. Indeed, his 
experience was that under such treatment five cases out 
of six recovered, and the animals could go to work the 
next day—which was a matter of considerable importance 
tosmall owners. Failing recovery, and assuming that 
there was no extensive elevation of temperature, he 
thought the practitioner would be neglecting his duty if 
he did not give the animal a fair dose of aloes. Upon 
one other point, speaking from personal experience, he 
would venture to say that the essayist was under a mis- 
apprehension. Mr. Reeks had been good enough to 
delineate on the blackboard the anatomical arrangement 
of the muscular fibres of the horse’s stomach, and he had 
said most emphatically that a regurgitation of gas up 
the esophagus was impossible. He (the speaker) joined 
issue with the essayist there. He had learned that this 
was not the case from personal experience. In the early 
days of his practice, he very nearly got into discredit 
because he had heard at College that regurgitation 
through the cesophagus was impossible, or that, if it did 
take place, the case was hopeless. In that instance, he 
felt sure that the horse, a valuable animal, was going to 
die, but all of a sudden the symptoms ceased and it 
got quite well. It was not an uncommon thing for re- 
funeitation to take place in this way, and it was very 
esirable that everyone should be aware of the fact. He 
would only add that in cases of this kind which arose 
on bad food, which often occurred in the country, 

“ere Was another form of treatment which might 

. with the other and was often most success- 
- This was the use of intestinal antiseptics. Two 
oie : referred to—chloral hydrate and turpentine 

were others which had a very useful 
and ought to be much more largely used than 

\) Were at the present time. 

: '. Reeman said he had listened with great pleasure 
last fw that was clever and well reasoned. For the 
ment be or five years he had largely given up the treat- 
to hee? sedatives, He invariably gave a dose of physic 
ther of yt following this up with the old-fashioned 
With a diecttan given in linseed oil, and this again 
stimulants strychnine, and if possible alcoholic 

uch mo ith this line of treatment he had had very 
atti-spacn success than he used to have with the old 

Preference to. and he should certainly continue it in 

Mr. going back to the cther system. 
étroneous teehee said that in contradiction to the 
had three or f ing that was given at the College, he had 

ice, Tt our cases of flatus escaping by the cardiac 

48 well that this should be known, or they 


might be led into giving an unfavourable opinion. The 
administration of a little chlorodyne in milk in cases 
which he had put down to vegetable poisoning, not being 
aware of any other cause, had often been very 
successful. 

Mr. Harry P. STanpvey (the hon. sec.) said he thank- 
ed Mr. Reeks very much for his excellent paper. When 
an article from that gentleman’s pen appeared in the 
quarterly journal, he read it very carefully, and after- 
wards gave the treatment a trial. Asa result he had 
come to the conclusion that the treatment wanted to be 
rather modified. Of this he could give them one good 
instance. He was called in to treat a pony which was 
periodically attacked with colic, and in the first instance 
he treated it in the ordinary way, giving physic and a 
sedative—(aloes and morphia). When the oar was 
taken with colic again he thought he would try the 
treatment recommended by Mr. Reeks, and he adminis- 
tered nux vomica and carbonate of ammonia. This, how- 


| ever, did not affect the pony at all, it went on just the 
same. 
120r 16 hours the animal had lost all his pain and soon 


Then he gave a good bold dose of aloes, and in 


got quite right. Mr. Reeks had stated that with the 
administration of morphia an animal generally blew up 
a good bit, but he (the speaker) had never observed that 
effect. He thought turpentine was one of the most 
valuable agents they had, in conjunction with linseed 
oil. There was another point he should like to men- 
tion. Supposing a practitioner was called in to a bad 
case of colic, where the animal was in very gieat pain, 
he would not give satisfaction to his clients if he did 
not take measures to relieve the pain. He had to stay 
there, moreover, possibly on a busy day, and on the 
whole they were aregular nuisance. To allay the pain 
gave more satisfaction to the practitioner and to his 
client as well, and in this connection he never forgot the 
remark which an old gentleman once made—that in 
practice they had often to doctor their clients more than 
the patients. 

The CHAIRMAN said he thanked the members for hav- 
ing entered so well into the discussion and given Mr. 
Reeks so many questions to answer. He thought that 
from his first remarks his friend Mr. Aggio formed a 
wrong impression in thinking that he (the Chairman) or 
any other member was bound to one line of treatment, 
and that an old one. This discussion had shown that 
this was not the fact. To deal with the subject itself, 
however, it should be remembered that at the outset it 
was extremely difficult to get to the actual cause of this 
colic pain, whether it was simple spasm due to some 
torpid condition of the bowel, or to obstruction, twist, 
and so forth. During the last week he had four cases all 
presenting similar symptoms at the outset ; two of the 


be | animals died, and he found in one case. a tiny opening 


in the colon allowing escape of the fluid contents of 
bowel, the result of which was that every portion of the 
bowel became firmly united through the inflammatory 
action that had been going on. In the other case he 
found that the cause of death was what they generally 
called gut-tie. He mentioned these cases as instances of 
the difficulty there was in diagnosing the real cause of 
complaints which had all the appearance of colic. __ 
Mr. Reeks acknowledged the kindness with which 
his paper had been received, and replying to tae objec- 
tions raised, said that Professor Almond and other 
speakers had dropped intv side issues. They had simply 
talked about colic from start to finish, instead of the 
“se and abuse of sedatives ” in relation to it, which was 
really the subject before the meeting. Prof. Almond 
had attempted to give a definition of colic. If they went 
for an exact definition, they would find that the word 
came from the Latin “colos,” signifying colon, and 
should mean any pain proceeding directly from the 
colon. But the word had got to havea much more com- 
prehensive meaning. It signified any abdominal pain, 
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including the whole of the intestines, and anything by 
which they were affected, including peritonitis and 
enteritis. 

Professor ALMonD: That is a very comprehensive 
definition. 

Mr. Reexs : It isa right one. He had been taken to 
task, the speaker.added, upon the point of eructation by 
the cesophagus. He deserved it. He had given them 
tounderstand that nothing whatever came up by the 
way of the cesophagus in cases of extreme tympany. 
That, of course, was not the cas>. If they came to look 
at the question, however, they would find that this eruc- 
tation did not go on to a very great extent. If any 
member could tell him of a case in which an animal 
got relief from acute oy in this way, without the 
action of the bowels, he should think some importance 
might be attached to eructation by the way of the 
cesophagus, but not otherwise. In cases of extreme 
tympany, there was no relief until the gas went away 
through the intestines. [Prof. Almond: “I quite agree 
with you.”] In these cases, he thought it really harm- 
ful to administer carbonate of ammonia. The gas in 
extreme tympany was CO 2; if they gave carbonate of 
ammonia they had CO 2 evolved from it. He wasafraid 
that in the article referred to by Mr. Standley, he had 
rather misled that gentleman, for he did not therein 
mention that he gave large doses of oil with the other 
remedies. He was sorry if he had got Mr. Standley into 
trouble over it, He regretted that he could not reply 
categorically to the criticisms of the members, because 
he had not the pleasure of personal acquaintance with 
most of them, and could not make a proper note as 
the discussion proceeded. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Reeks for his very excellent paper, and for the trouble 
he had taken in coming all the way from Spalding to 
address them. 

Mr. SHIPcey seconded, and suggested that they should 


“make Mr. Reeks an Honorary Associate of the Society 


in the hope that they might sometimes have his com- 


in future. 
) Mr. Reeman seconded the suggestion. 


_” The Cuarrman supported it, and the motion and sug- 
gestio& ‘were unanimously carried. 


Mr. Reeks briefly acknowledged the kind reception 


- “he had met and the honour conferred upon him by the 


Society, and the meeting then terminated. 

In the room, Messrs. Arnold & Sons, London, and 
Messrs. Hewlett & Sons, London, kindly exhibited 
— of the latest instruments and drugs respec- 

ively, 

The Annual Dinner afterwards took place at the hotel. 

Harry P. StanpD.ey, Hon. See. 


IRISH CENTRAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


The Quarterly Meeting was held in the Hammam 
Hotel, Dublin, on February 13th, 1903, Mr. M. J. Cleary, 
President, occupying the chair. The following members 
were present :--Messrs. James McKenny, Dublin ; W. A. 
Byrne, Roscommon ; P. J. Howard, Ennis: W. Dawson, 
Cavan and J. J. Vahey, Ballinrobe. 

The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

The following notified their inability to attend the 
meeting :—M. Hedley, Department of Agriculture ; J. F. 
Healy, Midleton and W.C. Patrick, Ballinasloe. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


President. On the motion of Mr. Vahey, seconded by 
Mr. Howard, Mr. Cleary was unanimously elected for 
the ensuing year. 

Hon. Treasurer and Hon. Sec. Messrs. Healy and 
Vahey respectively were unanimously re-elected. 


Vice-Presidents. Messrs. Byrne and McKenny. 


Executive Committee. Messrs. Hedley, Thompson, 


Winter, Rea and Howard. 


Tue P. J. Howarp PRESENTATION. 


Mr. Byrne wished to bring a matter before them 
which at his suggestion had been ‘included by Mr. Vahey 
in the Agenda paper. What had already occurred jn 


connection with it he would briefly relate. Of cours, 


they were all aware of the course of the proceedings in 
the recent Studdert Case, and the very severe trial to 
which Mr. Howard had been subjected for acting, as far 
as they knew, in the ordinary discharge of his duty as a 
professional man. The evidence was published in The 
Veterinary Record, and when the case against Mr, 
Howard collapsed it was made the subject of Editorial) 
comment by Mr. Hunting, who was moved by ordinary 
good feeling towards a professional brother on account 
of his having been so harshly treated, and who suggested 
that it would be well if some action were taken to mark 
their sense of sympathy with him. He spoke to Mr. Al- 
len and Mr. McKenny on the subject and both these 
gentlemen encouraged him to proceed and promised £10: 
each when the fund was started. When in J ondon he 
took an opportunity of consulting Mr. Hunting also, and 
he said it would bea disgrace to the profession in Ireland 
if some action was not immediately taken in the matter. 
Mr. Hunting promised that he would do everything ‘in 
his power to make the movement a success. He ( Mr. 
Byrne )"had so far gone very slowly, as they could under: 
stand the arranging of such testimonial as was suggested’ 
was a very serious matter in the case of a gentleman in 
Mr. Howard’s position. He laid the matter before the 
Council of the Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland. 
and also addressed the members of that association ou 
the subject at their last Quarterly Meeting, and now he 
took the opportunity of presenting it to the Members of 
the Irish Central Veterinary Association with a view to 
obtaining their views, and, he was quite sure, securing 
their hearty support. He thought they should propose 
a formal resolution expressing their sympathy with Mr. 
Howard, and arrange for the organising of a fund to show 
their practical interest in the matter. ; 
Mr. McKenny thought they should be very guarded in 
every possible way. When last this proposal was referr 
to it was spoken of as a ‘“‘ Memorial.” He did not think 
that would be a suitable word to use at all. Perhaps 
“Testimonial ” would be nearer to it, or “ Presentation. 
People were in the habit of alluding unpleasantly to any- 
one for whom a subscription had been got up, whereas! 
this were arranged in the form of a presentation and a0 
address it would be a nice way of obviating the difticulty. 
When he spoke of this proposal at the meeting of the 
other Association he pointed out that the financial aspect 


| of the case—though very important from a certain pol 


of view—was nothing as compared with the reflectious 
which had been cast on Mr. Howard’s character. 
was the main point. He had been struck in the wr 
and had not an opportunity of defending himself ; a0 ‘i 


Jook on a0 
was for them to prove that they would not - vr hont 


Jd protect 


a blot on the profession. He did not like the web « 
sums were doled out—one widow lady. 
receiving the large amount of £5, as ! one 
widow of a blacksmith or a carpenter. He thoug? 

and all should contribute generously, and coll 
money to defray Mr. Howard’s very heavy . 
would be exactly what the profession should 40, 
his and their own interests. 
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nd unanimously carried : That we beg to express our 


our very best to make the testimonial a success. 
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Proposed by Mr. Vauey and seconded by Mr. Dawson 
sincere sympathy with Mr. P. J. Howard in the severe 
and undeserved trials to which he has been subjected : 
our strong sense of the necessity of initiating a fund as the 
most obvious and substantial way of expressing our sym- 
pathy with Mr. Howard, and our firm intention of doing 


INTERESTING CASES. 
By W. Dawson, M.R.C.V.S., Cavan, 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—Some time ago our 
worthy Ex-President asked me to read a paper at one of 
our meetings. This I promised to do at the next meeting 
in Belfast, as I considered that the subjects I would take 
up would be more in keeping with the members there 
than at the other centres. At the earnest solicitation of 
your Secretary I appear before you to-night, and I hope 
you will excuse my shortcomings. Situated as I am in 
a poor and wild district, with often 20 miles to drive toa 
single case, it takes me all my time to attend to business, 
and leaves little or no leisure for study. Consequently 
the standard of a professional paper given by me will be 
‘by no means what I should desire to offer to the members 
of your association. 

will now try and lay before you a short account of a 

few rare and (at least to me) interesting cases which have 
occurred during the past few years. 
ACTINOMYCOSIS OF ABDOMEN. 

About two years ago I was requested to examine a cow 
with enlargement on centre of abdomen. The previous 
history I obtained was that the animal for the past three 
months was not ip as good health as usual. he navel 
began to swell and after a time it burst in two or three 
places, and as it was supposed there was a “ gathering” 
in it, a handy man opened it, only to firid the contents of 

thé stomach escape. After that I wascalled in. 1 had 
the animal cast and secured. On examination I found 
an opening into stomach through which I could pass two 
fingers. ‘The skin, abdominal muscles and stomach for a 
radius of six inches round opening seemed to be affected. 
[attempted to suture the opening, but the stitches gave 
way. On closer examination and cutting part of the 
flesh with a knife, I had no difficulty in pronouncing it 
acase of actinomycosis.. I had the parts well cleaned 
and dressed with a solution of Potassium Iodide, put on 
a pitch plaster and allowed the animal to get up. The 
after treatment consisted of four grain doses of Hyd. 
lodide rub. dissolved in Potassium Iodide twice daily, 
and restricted water and soft food. In about three weeks 
= swelling was entirely gone and only the opening into 

stomach remained. This gradually closed up and the 
animal was sold fat three months after. 

Shortly afterwards I was requested to examine aaother 
rae in the same district and found it to be an exactly 
re ar case, which with above treatment recovered in 
; — the same time. I am of opinion the origin of the 
Po ase In both these cases was on the inside of the 

mach, gradually working its way out. 

Barly j UPTURE OF THE DIAPHRAGM. 

Ba. in November of last year I received an urgent 

~ Be > attend a horse with colic. _I arrived at the 

a fat ut two hours after the condition of the animal 

The quack in attendance had adminis- 
in exact oom of whisky, and informed me the horse was 

sllowi y the same state as when first observed. The 

ities aptome were presented. Body and extrem- 
rubbed” y cold and wet, although he had been well hand 

pereeptible, covered, mucous membrane pale, pulse im- 


mperature subnormal, about 98.3, breathing 

Pa hal abdominal, and a rather peculiar grunt with! 

cal movement, to lie down but | 

loking ait way, pawing with fore feet, occasionally ' 
right side ; bowels and stomach greatly dis- | 


tended with gas. I gave my opinion that the animal 
would only live a few hours and that there was possibly 
a rupture of diaphragm. A strong anodyne was admin- 
istered and the bowel punctured, when a considerable 
quantity of escaped. This afforded the animal tem- 
porary relief. The owner told me the animal died in 
about two hours after I had left without a struggle. I 
was so struck with the pemey of the symptoms, so 
different from rupture of the stomach or other abdominal 
diseases, that I told the owner I would like to make a 
post-mortem examination, which I did the following 
morning. On opening the abdomen a small quantity of 
fluid escaped. The bowels were considerably distended 
but healthy, stomach also distended and slight peritonitis 
around it. On removing the bowels and puncturing the 
stomach the diaphragm was found to be ruptured from 
side to side on the lower muscular part. From the 
nature of the symptoms I was convinced that the rupture 
was present from the time the anima! was first noticed to 
be ill although the opening may not have been so large. 
Scour IN YEARLING CALVEs. 

This is a species of scour in yearling calves which, so 
far as my experience gore, is peculiar to the Co. Cavan. 
About the month of January every year a considerable 
number of good calves, usually the best of the herd, in 
different parts of the county begin to gradually lose condi- 
tion. Afterthe lapse of a few weeks the faeces get softer than 
usual, in another week or two it turns to a bad scour, 
which continues in most cases for six or eight weeks 
until the animal dies a mere skeleton. The usual drugs 
given for diarrhcea do not produce the slightest effect. 
I have tried nearly everything in the surgery without any 

ood result. If the animal survives till the end of 

arch I find that a mixture of Ferri Sulph, Cupri —_— 
- — acid brings most of tie cases successfully 
through. 

Post-mortem appearances: internal organs healthy, 
lymphatic glands of abdomen enlarged, black in colour. 
On incision in nearly every one [ found one or two small 
thread worms present. These I believe to be the cause of 
the disease although I cannot find them described in any 
text book. {n Neumann’s book on Parasitic Diseases a 
slight reference is made to worms in the lymphatic 
glands. 

MONSTROSITIES. 

Two years ago I received the usual urgent message to 
come and calve acow. Arriving at the farm in as short 
a time as possible, I was informed by the usual quack in 
attendance that I had “‘a very queer case to tackle,” that 
he had examined her and could only find one leg and two 
tails. Upon examination I found in the passage what 
was intended for a hind leg, considerably distorted, two 
tails, one inclined up and the other down and about three 
inches apart, and one anus midway between the two tails. 
Inserting my hand further I could make out a spine 
above and another below, and three more legs, one pro- 
jecting upwards near cow’s kidneys, the other two in her 
flank. o doubt now existed in my mind that I had a 
most unusual case to deal with, and, from its size, that [ 
might prepare for a whole night’s work. Divesting-my- 
self of all superfluous clothing (not a very comfortable 

redicament on a frosty night) | set to work. Luckil 
or myself and the cow there was plenty of room to wor 
the knife and other instruments. I removed first the 
leg presented, dissected out the bones of pelvis in each 
case. Then the other three legs came easily away. | 
next removed the internal organs, but only a single set ; 
afterwards both spines as far as the ribs. Then came 
the most difficult part of my task, to remove some 45 or 
46 ribs. After that I removed three fore-legs and the 
spines as far as back of shoulder, when the remaining 
two heads and necks, one fore leg, and six or seven ribs 
came away easily. The two calves were joined together 
at the hips. so much so that the two sets of bones could 
be distinguished with difficulty. The remainder of the 
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bones were nearly all normal, there being only one 
sternum and one set of internal organs. The heads and 
necks were separate, and I could not distinguish the 
a organs. Altogether it was a most unusual and 
ifficult case to deal with, exercising my best skill and 
nerve for seven long hours, but I had the pleasure of 
seeing the cow resting contented and chewing the cud 
before I left, and she eventually made a good recovery. 

A few years ago I was requested tu attend a Dexter 
cow that could not calve. I found my patient in a 
thoroughly exhausted state and evidently fast approach- 
ing her end. The abdomen was abnormally large. On 
pees the placental membranes with the finger, 
ully six bucketfuls of a thick white fluid escaped. I 
then with a little trouble removed the foetus which pre- 
sented the exact appearance of a full grown bull-dog. 
The body was of normal size, but the legs were not more 
than six inches long. The head very much resembled a 
bull-dog’s, with the exception of the ears which were 
large ; the eyes were — and prominent, and it hada 
protruding lower jaw. I held rather peculiar views about 
this case until lately, when I read in 7’he Veterinary 
Record that this monstrosity is of common occurrence 
in this breed. 

CasE OF PARTURITION IN A MARE. 

Last May I was requested by telegram to go fifteen 
miles to a mare foaling. I drove the horse at top speed 
in my simplicity, and when I arrived found the anima 
had been in labour pains for 20 hours and all the quacks 
and handy men of the country bad been experimenting on 
her. The fore legs had been removed at the elbow joints 
and were comfortably pressing against the sides of uterus 
and I was informed the head could not be found and 
they thought there was none. The lips of vulva were 
considerably swollen and lacerated, and the perfume of 
the decomposed afterbirth and foetus was more sugges- 
tive of a sewage tank than anything else. I could not 
refrain from expressing my indignation in forcible terms 
when I saw the state the animal was in, and especially 
when I heard that another veterinary surgeon had been 
requested by word of mouth to gc, and refused. She 
had been left to die for six or eight hours before I arrived. 
Although she would not get up, to my astonishment I 
found the pulse could not be batter, so I determined to 
have atrial. Injecting a good bucketful of linseed gruel 
with plenty of Pot. permanganate solution in it into the 
uterus, I had no trouble in finding the head, righting 
it and removing the foetus in five minutes. I then gave 
the uterus a good syringing out with a strong solution of 
Pot. perman., followed by Chinosol. 

My reason for recording this case is on account of 
what followed. Although the vulva and vagina were 
bruised, lacerated, and there was one cut at least six 
inches long in swollen vulva, the foetus and placenta 
considerably decomposed, and 20 hours labour pains 
already undergone, the animal made a good and speedy 
recovery. She commenced feeding immediately I was 
fiaished, no medicine of any description was administered. 
On account of the distance I did not see her again, and 

yw. 4 the vulva and vagina were washed and dressed 
daily. This case well illustrates the rule impressed on 
me as a pupil, “never leave a foaling or calving case 
till you deliver or see the animal dead.” 

Septic VaGINITIS. 

This is a disease commonly met with in heifers after 
first calf during the months of April and May. A rup- 
ture in wall of vagina is always present, and may be of 
any size from a mere scratch to a rent six or eight inches 
long. The afterbirth may or may not be retained. I 
have never seen the disease in an aged animal. Nothing 
is noticed wrong with the animal’s health for the first 
few days. 

Symptoms.— Usually about the third or fourth day a 
small swelling appears between the lips of the vulva, at 
the site of rent, and distends them. A few hours after- 


wards the animal starts pressing at intervals of fiye- 
minutes. These increase in length and severity as the 
disease progresses, and towards the end the animal js 
continuously pressing. The sides of vagina and lips of 
vulva swell enormously. Their colour is at first red, this 
were! changes to dark red, then blue-black, and 

lack before death. The duration of the disease never 
extends beyond 24 hours from the first noticed symp. 
toms. The temperature at the onset varies from 104° to 
106°, and a few hours before death may be as low as 97, 
Pulse and respirations are accelerated throughout, and 
the animal lies at full length for the last tive or six 
hours. No treatment seems to be of any avail. I have 
tried various antiseptics injected into swelling and ad- 
ministered internally, but to no purpose. 

I have had a few cases of ouniiieg in head and throat, 
the tongue swollen and protruding for several inches, 
from abrasion, usually in the mouth, and which I consider 
much the same disease. But in these cases injections 
into the swelling of Pot. iodid solution every twelve 
hours bring about the desired result. 

ABNORMAL ToorTH. 

In July of last year a two-year-old cart colt was: 
brought to my yard to have its mouth examined, as it 
had been feeding badly for some time. On raising the 
upper lip I found a raw granulating sore about three 
inches above the left central incisor. In the centre of 
it was what appeared to be a small piece of diseased 
bone. I tried to remove it with forceps, but the end 
broke off. Taking a better hold I removed a young 
tooth root foremost. I think it is rather unusual for a 
tooth to come in such a way, and especially as it was 
exactly at right angles to the other incisors. 1 have 
not seen the colt this spring nor heard if he has got the 
usual pair. 

DISPLACEMENT OF BLADDER IN Sow. 

A few weeks ago I was asked to attend a sow that had 
an enlargement of the upper part of vagina and could 
pass no urine unless swelling was put in. I was informed 
she gave birth to ten young pigs the day previous with- 
out much trouble. 

On examination I found a large fluctuating swellin 
on the upper part of vagina, between it and rectum, a0 
protruding from lipsof vulva. Manual examination per 
rectum and vagina revealed nothing wrong. The swell: 
ing itself was soft and partly receded furward when 
pressed. Thinking I had only a watery swelling, poss! 
bly caused during parturition, I punctured it with a 
small trocar and a little watery fluid escaped. On mak- 
ing a good incision with lance a considerable quantity 
of same fluid escaped and several pieces cf fat ; and them 
to my astonishment the fundus of bladder came to vie 
and out through cut the size of a goose egg. 1 then 
thought I had made a serious mistake, but as circul 
stances turned out it was the best thing I could have 
done. Having thoroughly cleansed the parts I pre ' 
back the bladder and the sow passed a quantity ° 
urine. I then put in a continuous suture as ae 
possible and left an anodyne and antiseptic dressing 
apply, and some belladonna to give in her feeding. Re 
was informed a few days after the animal was not pre 
ing nearly so much, feeding much better, urinating “ : 
and the swelling gradually disappearing, and en 
that the enlargement had entirely disappeared. ba 
the bladder got displaced so much I cannot uo poe 
The fundus was exactly one inch in on the uppet 8 
of vagina. 

Hysteria. from 

This is a disease I have seen frequently 1n com”... 
two till ten days after calving, and in varying om 
from slight wildness of the head till almost ting . 
The cause is usually some irritant 10 omer err 
flexly on the brain. The administration © Lo of the 
bromide in doses varying according to thesever')’ i 
disease, and washing out uterus, in all my cases 
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about instant recovery. My reason for mentioning the 


disease is on account of two cases that [ may call “ In- 


duced Hysteria ” which occurred with me lately. Called 
to attend two cows at different times which would not 
calve and were supposed to be “ringed.” I found in 
each case the os to be perfectly normal, and either only 
spasm of it or else the labour pains were brought on 
from an external cause. In each case after giving medi- 
cine by mouth I inserted a small piece of ext. bellad. 
into os, and in about ten minutes both animals were 
affected with the real mad form of hysteria. Neither 
could be approached, were continually bellowing, shying 
at imaginary objects, and with the least disturbance 
would run forward and attempt to go up the walls of a 
house and then fall backwards. I thought at first it was 
from some fault of the belladonna, or that it was from 
the dilation of the pupil causing the animal to see objects 
distorted, but am now of the opinion that it was Induced 
Hysteria. Needless to say I have stopped using the 
belladonna per vaginam. 
ACCIDENTS. 

About four years ago I was requested to see a horse 
that had fallen in thecart. One of the shafts broke and 
the shattered end pierced his side. On examination I 
found a lacerated wound about six inches long on the 
inferior part of chest and immediately behind the 
shoulder two of the costal cartilages were broken. These 
Iremoved without much trouble. I had the wound 
thoroughly cleaned and dressed, and put the animal on 
fever medicine and mashes. For three or four days the 
breathing was accelerated, but otherwise she made an 
uneventful recovery. I was agreeably surprised at the 
result as I fully expected that lung Cealile and death 
could not be avoided. 

Another case which happened shortly after was not 
attended with as favourable results. A friend of mine 
asked me to drive one of his horses as he had no work for 
him, and informed me that he had been turned out to 
grass along with another cob, both with their shoes on. 
The second one I had to treat for a kick on the shoulder. 
The same day, receiving an urgent message, I drove the 
former ten miles inside an hour and put him up at the 
farmer’s place all right. On starting to return about an 
hour afterwards, I found him lame on the near fore, but 
could detect nothing to account for it. When he had 
done about two miles of the return journey, he was again 
Perfectly sound and continued so till coming into town 
ony all at once he went dead lame, in fact, on three 

*s [had nodoubt then that I had a broken bone, and 
a eal examination detected a mark of the shoe on 

€ inside of the radius about three inches above knee. 

€ was removed out of trap and with difficulty got to 
ad stables about four hundred yardsaway. As my slings 
ere engaged | had him tied up, and put on pitch band- 
he owner laughed at the idea of a broken bone, 

“ or even more jubilant in ten days when he informed 

— animal was going sound. But my time came, for 

en, the following night the horse got loose and lay 

with morning was found standing on three 
broken bone protruding, and the humane 

ame = sue were brought into requisition. I have 

a Tal cases of fracture of radius and tibia but none 
* mained so long under so trying circumstances 
re displacement took place. 
'; gentlemen, concludes my paper, and although 


you have not got much 2 
least Variety enough. alue for your time you have at 


Discussion. 


nat McKeawy said they had the pleasure of listening 
subject for lengthn®, Paper. They had before them a 
subjects to eethen iscussion—in fact ten different 
ing into the ce” from. With reference to the “open- 
Wished to fy stomach” mentioned by Mr. Dawson, he 

now whether he was to understand that it 


was into the abdomen, or absolutely into one of the 
stomachs? [Mr. Dawson: Into the ramen]. Whether 
the contents were ccming through the orifice, or were 
they retained, or emptied into the abdomen ? 

Mr. Dawson : The contents escaped for three minutes 
out through the opening. 

Mr. McKeEnny said that at Cork there was 1 similar 
case ina mare. They had been invited down to see it, 
and you could distinctly put your hand into the stomach : 
apparently an adhesion had taken place. It was a most 
interesting case—the owner was Mr. Healy, of Midleton 
—and he would strongly advise him to send it to the 
College, as very valuable experiments might be tried 
and interesting results secured. However, he had hea 
nothing of the matter since. 

The question of “scour” was interesting, because at 
the present time everyone seemed to think that scour 
was navel ill, and here they had a case where it was due 
to another cause altogether. Of course there were 
various causes for the paca but they were too apt to 
think that it was always navel ill. 

He might mention as regards the monstrosity a very 
peculiar case he had some years ago. It was that of a 
double-headed calf. The cow was a good roomy animal, 
and the two heads were coming, but it was apparently 
impossible that they could come. However, on making 
a careful examination he thought it would not be neces- 
sary to divide the heads, and he actually got the opera- 
tion performed without removing either as, being of a 
mechanical mind, he had estimated that the orifice 
should admit the passage of the two. At first sight the 
matter would seem an impossibility, but if you had 
measured you would find that it was practicable—as in 
fact it proved to be. 

With reference to the abnormal tooth, about ei ht 
months before he had beer called to see a very valuable 
brood mare, which had got into a very bad condition, 
and had been under treatment for a considerable period ; 
she was getting thinner and thinner, and apparently 
could only eat with great difficulty. When he went into 
the field where she was he found the ground all covered 
up with food. It had been recently rasped. He was 
not satisfied with an examination in the ordinary way 
and had the animal cast. The back molars were out of 
position and the under ones were protruding behind the 
uper ones. Both formed central points, as it were, and 
were absolutely cutting through into the gums, and the 
tooth had grown so long that the mouth could not be 
closed. Under the circums<ances it was easy to see why 
the animal could not eat, and to understand its wretched 
condition. He had often thought that by means of an 
instrument he had invented such a tooth could be drawn 
—and now was the time to test it. Having grasped the 
tooth and tightened it up with the screw attached he 
got a firm hold, he gave it a few twists back and forward 
and a little to each side, and found it become quite 
loose and was soon removed altogether.. It was one of 
the posterior lower molars, and he had the tooth still. 
He mentioned the case because on an ordinary exami- 
nation a man might conclude it was impossible to extract 
such a tooth so readily. 

As regards the displacement of the bladder, Mr. Daw- 
son had told them that he thought he had made a mis- 
take, but that afterwards as it turned out it was most 
satisfactory. He failed himself to see the reason why it 
was necessary or advisable to make an incision—that is 
if he had diagnosed it at first. Would it not have been 
better to have drawn off the urine in the ordinary way 
and replaced the bladder? He did not think the essayist 
had explained that particular operation very clearly. 

Two cases occurred to him in connection with the 
fracture spoken of. One was that of a horse which 


slipped on the asphalte in Grafton < apparently 


came down a bit but did not actually fall. It was a very 
favourite animal, and although it did not go lame, fear- 
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ing that some accident might have occurred it was 
brought in to him and came into his yard a sound. 
On examining it he fortunately discovered a fracture, 
though not displaced. When told that the leg was frac- 
tured the owner laughed at him, but the fracture cer- 
tainly was there. However he walked the animal out 
some three miles; and it was returned to the stable and 
remained absolutely sound. The owner had some friends 
to dinner and he told them of the joke, and of what he 
(Mr. McKenny) had said of the case. Next morning to 
his great surprise the animal was found standing on 
three legs, with the other up, and there the fracture was 
—a fracture of the pastern bone. There was another 
extraordinary case. A trotting horse slipped on the 

uays and afterwards went on to Clonsilla and remained 
there all day. The owner stated it seemed perfectly 
sound until about ten hours after the accident. It went 
round to the stable and was unyoked ; suddenly when 
pulled round it held up the leg and was very lame. He 
was sent for, and it proved to be a bad fracture of the 
femur. This absence of displacement and want of pain 
in fracture of this kind very often might account for what 
were generally called errors of judgment. 

(To be continued.) 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


A special meeting of the above Society was held at the 
Hotel Metropole, Leeds, on March 13th, 1903, at 4 p-m., 
the business being the selection of a candidate for the 
ensuing Council election. The President, Mr. R. C. 
Thompson, of Doncaster, presided, and there were also 
ae Messrs. F. Somers, G. E. Bowman, A. W. Mason, 

. F. Greenhalgh, A. McCarmick, and H. G. Bowes, 
Leeds ; J. E. Scriven, Tadcaster ; G. Whitehead, Batley ; 
A. Ellison, Harrogate; J. Clarkson, Garforth, and H. 
Snarry, York. Letters of regret for non-attendance were 
received from Mesrrs. J. Abson, J. Cooke, and J. McKinna. 

The Secretary read a letter he had received from the 


Royal Institute of Public Health somnasting that dele. 
tes should be sent to the Liverpoo i 
t the suggestion of the President it was decided to leave 
the matter to be settled by the Standing Committee, 
The SECRETARY, in proposing that Mr. J. E. Scriven 


should be the Society’s nominee at the ensuing Counc} 


election, said that the matter had been talked over jp. 
formally at the last meeting of the Committee and it 
had been at first thought that no candidate would be 
available, but on enquiry they found that their worthy 
Treasurer would, if chosen by the Society, stand as a 
candidate at the Election, having now more leisure time 
than he had had in the past. 

Mr. BowEs was sure that all present would agree with 
him that Mr. Scriven would.make an excellent can- 
didate. 

Mr. WHITEHEAD seconded, also bearing witness to 
Mr. Scriven’s fitness for the Council Chamber. 

The resolution was supported by Messrs. SNarry and 
GREENHALGH, and it was carried unanimously. 

The SECRETARY then drew attention to the Society's 
usual arrangement with other Societies tor the purposes 
of the election, and on the proposition of Mr. Greey- 
HALGH, seconded by Mr. WHITEHEAD, it was decided 
that the Secretary arrange for amalgamation with the 
Lancashire, the Eastern Counties and the Midlands 
Veterinary Medical Societies as heretofore. 

The special business having been completed, the meet- 


ing then terminated. 
H. G. Bows, Hon. Sec. 


Last of the Highland Buffaloes. 


The buffaloes which have been on the Kilmory estate, 
Lochgilphead, for many years have now been dis 
of, the last lot, ten, having been sold by Sir John Urd to 
a Newcastle gentleman. Leaving Lochgilphead on Fr- 
day last, they were put ashore at Greenock in the after- 
noon, and some difficulty was found in getting them to 
Jand, and a large crowd watched with interest the novel 
sight.—Meat Trades’ Journal. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 & 1896. 


Summary oF Returns, WEEK ENDING Marcu 14, 1903. 


Foot- Glanders 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Rabies. Swine Fever. 
Disease. Farcy) 
Cases 
| =] =| =| D 
6 6 6 a [Og] 
No. | No. | No. | N No. | No. | No 
Week ended March 14, 1903 oe 10 19 28 46 
1902 oe 10 32 os 21 34 1 
Corresponding week in / 1901 ‘eo 13 15 es 22 36 1 
1900 es 11 15 22 «37 
Total for 11 weeks, 1903 as oe 171 | 271 252 464 oe 
| 1902 :175 | 318 | = 
Corresponding period in | 3901 ee 139 | 198 10 2 42 
1900 oe 116 178 7 99 | 220 420 oe 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


Board of Agriculture, March 17, 1903. 


Congress in J uly.. 
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PARLIAMENTARY, 


In the House of Commons on March 18th, 

Capt. Norton (Newington, W.) raised the question of 
the status of the officers in the Army Veterinary Depart- 
ment. The understaffing of the Department ought to be 
remedied, he said, by an improvement in the position and 
pay of the officers. 

After some remarks from Mr. WARNER and Mr. Wuir- 
rey (Halifax), who asked for explanations of the item 
relating to the China Expeditionary Force, 

Lord STANLEY (Lancashire, Westhoughton) said that 
an inquiry was now being held into the Army Veteri- 
bary Sepnetensnt. The matter would be dealt with by 
his ge hon. friend when that committee had reported. 
—The 


imes. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE A.V.D., COL. LONG, AND MR. EDWARD 
REUBEN EDWARDS. 
Sir, 


The above title should take in the whole matter 
under discussion. As most members of our profession 
are aware, many of us have been kicking at the War 
Office ia our own way re the appointment of Col. Long. 
Suddenly on the 7th February, over the signature “ V.S.” 
there appeared a letter in this journal telling us of the 
dreadful mess that the A.V.D. was in when the gallant 
Colonel was appointed. The writer then goes on tu tell 
how this Artillery officer su plied troughs, water, man- 
gers, food, rugs, etc., etc., ~ 3 ea that could not be got 
before his appointment. 

{n your issue of 14th February there appeared a letter 
ftom me in which, while I did not deny the statements 
made by V.S, I doubted several of his conclusions, and 
asked him to give an explanation. This he has not done 
ip to date, but last week Mr. E. R. Edwards writes and 
gives us his experience, and according to this, prior tc 
the appointment of Col. Long, everything was perfect. 
Now, sir, as you know I was never nearer the seat of war 
than London, and when two men who were on the spot 
liffer, well, which of them are we to believe. Person- 
‘lly, [am not going to attempt to decide, but trust that 
it. Edwards’ statement of the condition of affairs was 

rule and not the exception. 

t. Edwards makes an attack on me because I did 
‘iu my name to my letter of the 14th ult., and 
ong my letter along with that from “V.S.” on 
. ith inst, In reply to this I have merely to ask 
~ . get some kind and candid friend to read these 

i and then his own of the 7th inst., and 

be i Mr. Edward Reuben Edwards will be wishing 

Ad written over a nom de plume. 

ANOTHER V.S. 


lt Since penning the above I have read a short 
inst, Agai Mr Edwards, published in yours of 14th 
Lintend in he states that in my letter of 14th February 
ALY Use if 1 attack the P.V.O. in South Africa. Is it 
tobi State that whatever my letter might convey 
ihite the at when I wrote the letter I intended to convey 
lar has oe to your correspondent “ V.S.,” who so 
Would be ot replied. It is absurd to ask it, but it 


tide by side. interesting to see these three letters printed 


THE A.V.D. AND COL. LONG. 


\uite 
ath 
tleteng 
a 


the 
the 


Sir 


guise all that the Editorial footnote to my 
inst. says should be “evident to any man,” 
e is qualification, viz., that it seems to me that 
betsonal public man’s public duties may amount to 
Way | when made and in 

PUblig mag Previously indicated, especially when 


referred to is debarred, by the 


and customs of the service to which he belongs, from 
replying to his critics. 

Thold no brief for the P.V.O, South Africa, and I 
have neither seen this officer nor had any communica- 
tion with him since I left Capetown early last year. 

I have no axe of my own t» grind in this matter, and 
my only reasons for taking part in this correspondence 
were (1) a desire to place another aspect of the question 
before your readers, and (2) a wish to disabuse their 
minds of the idea that the A V.D. was so incompetent or 
incapable “from want of power or lack of knowledge ” 
as the communications of your previous correspondents 
appeared to indicate. 

Epwarp Reusen Epwarps, M.R.C.V.S. 

96 Blackstock Road, London, N. 

14th March, 1903. 


“VETERINARY SURGERY, ITS DEVELOPMENTS 
AND ITS LIMITS.” 


I have noticed that Zhe Veterinary Record has given 
voice from time to time to various and sundry lamenta- 
tions and regrets that our profession has not the status 
that it should, that it is snubbed and looked down upon 
at every turning, and that the skill of the veterinary sur- 
geon fails to command that respect which is due to it ; 
in addition, a tone is usually assumed implying that it is 
our misfortune rather than our fault. This I think is 
scarcely the case. 

In the issue of the 24th of January last I read with the 
greatest interest and admiration the excellent and com- 
mon sense address delivered by Mr. Wallis Hoare, 
F.R.C.V.S., to the members of the Irish Central Veter- 
inary Association entitled ‘Veterinary Surgery, its 
developments and limits.” It seemed to give one the 
idea that the profession must be looking up, that its 
members were advancing with the times, that they were 
working on sound and scientific principles, and that we 
should reap our reward in due course. I then read the 
discussion which followed, with the inevitable result that 
my views immediately veered round to the exactly oppo- 
site extreme. Can it be wondered, I thought, that we 
are looked down upon, and that our position in the eyes 
of the world is far from what it should be, when such 
views as these are held and expressed by qualified and 
recognised members of our profession ! 

To begin with, I think all veterinary surgeons must 
admit the fact that the whole essence of veterinary 
practice is based and founded upon the science of human 
medicine and surgery ; that we have hitherto followed it 
step by step and adopted its principles cne by one, and | 
am convinced that those who give any thought whatso- 
ever tu the scientific aspect of their profession will agree 
with me that in the treatment or our patients, providing 
that there is a fair chance of recovery within a reasona- 
ble time, and that the animal’s life is considered of 
sufficient value to warrant veterinary attendance (which 
circumstances must constitute about 90 per cent. of our 
work) then the nearer we can approach in every single 
instance to the methods adopted in human surgery, the 
greater will be the chance of success, and that the only 
occasion on which we depart from this path is where it 
would be impossible to follow it, or where the case is not 
worth treating. : 

Now were we to enquire from a medical wan or even any 
moderately educated layman, what within the last few 
centuries had been the most important and beneficial 
discoveries made by medical science, or what has poved 
the greatest boon to surgeons in carrying out their tasks 
for the relief of suffering mankind, the unanimous reply 
would be, Pasteur’s discovery of the germ theory of 
disease, Lister’s adaptation of it to surgery, and the in- 
troduction of anesthetics. Yet in spite of this it pe 
that there are veterinary surgeons of acknowledged 
standing and position who publicly declare before a 


rules | meeting of their professional confiéres that they pay but 


| 
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small heed to these universally recognised principles, and 
lead one to believe that they regard them as useless and 
unworthy of consideration. One gentleman, the Chair- 
man, if correctly reported, states that he considers the 
importance of antiseptics to be greatly exaggerated (it is 
quite evident that he has never had the misfortune to 
undergo a surgical operation himself). Several others 
agree with him; whilst another gentleman, after express- 
ing the opinion that “antiseptic treatment when carried 
too far” (by which he presumably means carried out 
with thoroughness and effect) “is absurd,” goes on to 
make the extraordinary, unintelligible, and altogether 
senseless remark “ that microbes if left alone will keep 
each other quiet.” What may be meant by this I will 
not attempt to fathom, but one can only infer that it is 
the outcome of complete ignorance of anything connected 
with medicine or surgery. 

With regard to anzsthetics, most of those who took 

rt in the discussion entirely disagreed with Mr. Wallis 

oare’s views on the subject, and render it evident to 
the reader that they never think of employing them. 
Moreover I hold not the least doubt that these gentle- 
men have no compunction whatever about expressing 
their erroneous and obsolete views freely amongst their 
friends and clientéle, quite regardless of the fact that 
there are thousands amidst us all over the world, includ- 
ing I may add, His Majesty the King, who owe their 
lives solely to these two greatest discoveries in surgery 
—aneesthetics and asepsis. What must such people as 
these think of veterinary surgeons as a whole should 
they happen to hear these members of the profession 
holding forth their opinions on the subject, or should 
they chance to alight upon pages 473-4 of The Veteri 
nary Record for the 24th January, 1903. Why have 
Veterinary Colleges and an R.C.V.8., if what they en- 
deavour to teach us is absurd and unnecessary, and how 
I enquire would our profession fare, should any of these 
opponents of modern surgery etc. ever become lecturers 
at our colleges or examiners of our students—a circum- 
stance that is doubtless quite possible. The majority 
appear to have stated that they disapproved of the use 
of anesthetics in castration. Now I readily admit that 
in the daily routine of practice, where the practitioner 
has to make a round of perhaps twenty or thirty miles 
in the course of the morning, including the castration of 
say a dozen colts, the administration of chloroform in 
each case, desirable as it would otherwise be, is here un- 
fortunately an absolute impossibility. Regretful as it is, 
let us by all means allow that, but to actually disapprove 
of its use in what may be regarded as one of the most 
painful operations that animals have to undergo, is a re- 
mark I should consider hardly becoming to a veterinary 
surgeon of the present day, if we wish to be regarded as 
I presume we most of us do, as a humane, scientific, and 
learned profession. Another argument that is frequently 
urged against the general employment of anzesthetics— 
not by those who disapprove of their use, but by such as 
would take advantage of these if they could (an infinitely 
less objectionable condition) is that a veterinary surgeon’s 
clients usually refuse to give sufficient remuneration to 
allow for their administration. For this I also admit we 
are in no way to blame—it is the fault of the horse- 
owning public, but the accuracy of the fact as a general 
rule I seriously question, and I think many in the pro- 
fession will agree with me, in that at any rate the 
majority of the better class of horseowners are only too 
pleased to have their animals operated on under an ane- 
sthetic, and more than willing to pay an extra fee for its 
administration, if only the veterinary surgeon will 
suggest it, and point out how great are the benefits 
thereof and how infinitesimal the risks. 

What, I would ask, is our superiority over the local 
quack and ‘gelder,’ whom we all universally condemn, 
so long as we continne to faithfully follow in his foot- 
steps, to imitate his methods to the minutest detail, 


and neglect to make use of those advantages that 
science has conferred on us? The answer is nz/, hence 
the public continue to employ them. 

It was once suggested to me by a somewhat well. 
known medical man, who had recently been horrified 
at witnessing a veterinary surgeon what he termed 
“cutting up a horse’s back” (by which I understood = 
him to mean, performing an operation for sinus and 
vertebral caries) “ utterly devoid,” he continued, “of an N 
anesthetic or antiseptics jand in a manner far more sug- pone 
gestive of butchery than of a surgical operation,” that 
if the profession lived long enough, the time might come 
when the R.S.P.C.A. or other humanitarian society | 
might agitate in the matter, and take it up, and caus Th 
veterinary surgeons to suffer the indignity of being Willi 
compelled by law to use anzesthetics for all painful 
operations, as is already the ¢ase with those who perform fae PS 
painful ey ae on the living animal. This I dare- withi 
say is not beyond the bounds of possibility ; in any case Roon 


the incident served to impress this medical man witha prese: 
lasting opinion of his ‘sister profession,’ that to say the Surge 
least, is scarcely enviable. Char 
The whole unvarnished truth of the matter—ui- the 3 
pleasant as it sounds—rests on the circumstance that Th 
such things as anzesthetics and anti- and asepsis, based Subse 
upon a firm foundation of physiology, pathology, and : 
bacteriology, involve a certain amount of time, trouble, Ricca 


and study ; this, coupled with a somewhat extra expendi- 
ture, and apparently an incredible ignorance of their value 
—brought about by neglect to take advantage of their 
benefits—accounts for their disuse and ‘disapproval’ on 


the part of veterinary surgeons (let us hope but few, how: The 
ever), and so long as such factors as these suffice to deter pretty 
members of the profession from adopting those means ing th 
that modern science may dictate, so long will the profess purehs 
ion remain in its present unsatisfactory condition. 

If one adds to this the pernicious effect on the pro Capt 
fession generally, of members lecturing to the public on for Wa 
veterinary medicine and surgery, and the diagnosis 4 employ 
treatment of disease and prescribing, furthering thereby ment a 
the avoidance of the qualified practitioner, and directly the re- 
encouraging amateur veterinary practice, together with in view 
other matters too numerous to detail, then I think one thereby 
may say with reason, Can we wonder that the status of Mr. J 
our{profession leaves much to be desired, and that the purely 
services of the veterinary surgeon far from being te age of t 
spected and sought after, are most frequently overlook — 
and ignored. ; 0 deter 

With regard to these most objectionable public veter' appeara 
nary lectures, why our Council takes no steps t0 ~ If Mr 
press them is a thing I fail to understand. Is It -~ consider 
desirable that we should hold a position equal to he diay V 
medical, and other, professions? If so, then ye ; should | 
what action the General Medical Council would ta : ’ reasons 
there were members of their profession sufficiently ie 00 to sa 
of self-advertisement and devoid of professional Pe the fitne 
or interest, as to ape the quack and patent-me aa strength 
vendor by lecturing to the public on the -— acting Opinion ¢ 
medicine and surgery (which simply means, instru aa DOt poss 
on the best way of avoiding the professional —_ j ina absurd b 
would consider them guilty of conduct disgrace aeck training 
professional respect, and the offenders wou other Judgmen 
off the rolls, as would likewise be the case in every 4 men. 

rofession except the veterinary. ny pi 
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